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This monthly newsletter is being distributed to Warren County Genealogical Society members and other interested
parties. Feel free to share with others as you see fit. If you wish to be added or removed from our mailing list, contact
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Thank You!

2025 /2026 PROGRAM SCHEDULE

Our programs are FREE and open to the public. All are welcome!

October 2025 Virtual Program “Hoosier Family: Getting Started with Indiana Research” presented by Dana Palmer
Wednesday, October 8, 2025, 7:00 PM — 8:00 PM EDT — Zoom Program

November 2025 Virtual Program “Revolutionary War Research” presented by Jean Halls Muetzel
Wednesday, November 12, 2025, 7:00 PM — 8:00 PM EST — Zoom Program

December 2025 Holiday Open House at the WCGS Resource Library
Wednesday, December 10, 2025, 9:00 AM —4:00 PM — In-Person

January 2026 Virtual Program “Here Comes the Bride, and There She Goes” presented by J. Mark Lowe
TUESDAY, January 13, 2026, 7:00 PM — 8:00 PM EDT — Zoom Program

If you are on our email list, you will automatically receive a Zoom invitation to join us for our Virtual Chapter Meeting and
Program. You can sign up for our email list at the bottom of any website page. https:// www.wcgsohio.org

TOO MANY NEWSPAPERS IN WARREN COUNTY?

We recently discovered a copy of the September 20, 1902, edition of the Papers Uﬂlte-

Warren County Record and the Republican newspaper tucked away in our The Lebanon Repnblican newspaper
archives in excellent condition. After conducting some research on the ;:sz:’d OUT‘h:(:“:u; suv::r'"&ec‘::';z:
newspaper, we learned the Record in its various names was published in it Lot ont this weeks. Thia! matartc
Lebanon from 1898-1905, in direct competition with The Western Star. This al, good will and business of the pa-
article from the Middletown Daily Signal newspaper explains that the Record per constituted the sale. An editori-

al explains the reason of the cale thus:

““We nave too many newspapers In
Warren county, This paper bas tak-
on the step that some others ought
We wholeheartedly disagree! to—that Is, step down and out."”

bought out the Lebanon Republican newspaper in 1902, citing, “We have too
many newspapers in Warren County.”

The Daily Signal (Middletown,
Ohio), Saturday, July 19, 1902,
Page 4, Column 5


mailto:wcgsoh@gmail.com
https://www.wcgsohio.org/

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Submitted by Jim Brokaw, WCGS President and Research Chair

Welcome to the October edition of the Warren County Genealogical Society e-News! October is always special to
genealogists. In September 2001, the Senate, by a unanimous vote, approved a resolution to designate October as
Family History month. The full text of Senate Resolution 160 can be found here:
https://www.congress.gov/bill/107th-congress/senate-resolution/160/text

Let this resolution inspire you to research your family history and to tell your family story. If you are young enough to
have grandparents, talk to them and ask questions about their lives. And if you are old enough to have grandchildren,
share your life story with them. Take advantage of the beautiful fall weather and visit your local library or your favorite
genealogical society. If you are already a member of WCGS, thank you and please remember to renew. If you are
reading this and you are not a member, please consider joining us. You may join easily by visiting our website at
https://www.wcgsohio.org/join-or-renew. If you join this month, your membership is good through the end of 2026.

Finally, mark your calendar for Wednesday, October 8, starting at 7:00 p.m., when our own Dana Palmer will present
a virtual program via Zoom on “Hoosier Family: Getting Started with Indiana Research.” I hope to see you online!

Good hunting! You can reach me at president.wcgsoh@gmail.com. I welcome your comments and suggestions, and
invite you to submit pictures or articles for our monthly e-News.

WESTERN STAR ANALYTICS

Since the fall of 2018, our Alleen Stephenson Digital Newspaper Project, sponsored and maintained by the Warren
County Genealogical Society, has provided free public access to digital images of The Western Star from 1807 through
2001 on the Ohio Memory Project. With the addition of issues through 2001, there are now well over 160,000 pages
online, with more in the digitization process. As of the end of September 2025, 63,959 users have viewed 1,015,216
page views in 91,066 sessions. It seems incredible we have now surpassed ONE MILLION page views!

Thank you again to all who have donated to make this venture possible and to those of you who keep donating! We
received word that two more batches covering June 2002 through May 2005 are nearing completion and will be
uploaded soon.

The landing page for the project is https://www.ohiomemory.org/digital/collection/p16007coll84

WARREN COUNTY COMMUNITY SHRED
& ELECTRONICS RECYCLING DAY ARRE

Saturday, October 4, 2025 * COUNTY *
10 AM -1 PM Community Shred. & &

* Electronics Recycling Day *

EVENT IS FIRST COME, FIRST SERVE

Warren County Administration Building Parking Lot
406 Justice Drive, Lebanon, OH 45036

LR ’
. Saturday L IS ¢_Administration Lot
The Warren County Records Center & Archives hosts a Shred SETONES 47, 2050 ’ v 406 JUSTICE DRIVE
. . . 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM LEBANON OH 45036
Event twice a year, making it easy to shred your documents 2’ +* %
without the expense or mess of doing it at home. If you are P . N

SHRED ELECTRONICS
5 boxr * Computer Equipment
o Staff v with unloading * Televisions
® Shr Cdd ng is completed OFFSITE * Batteries
Lor SHRED, call 513-695-1815 or
archives@warrencountyohio.gov

Jor Electronics, call 513-695-1209 or

gov

not local to Warren County, contact your local County offices
or Archives and see it there is something similar in your area.

For more information, please visit:
https://www.warrencountyohio.gov/recordscenter/geninfo/shredday/index
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SPOTLIGHT ON WCGS LINEAGE SOCIETIES: FIRST FAMILIES, EARLY PIONEERS,
AND CIVIL WAR FAMILIES
Submitted by Paul George, WCGS Lineage Societies Chair

Do you have early Warren County Ancestry? If so, have you considered applying to any of
our three lineage societies: First Families, Pioneer Families, or Civil War Families? Perhaps
you have been sitting on a partially-completed application you started and set aside for one
reason or another. Help is here!

My name is Paul George, and [ am the Lineage Societies Chair for WCGS. In addition to
processing your completed application, I can help if you need assistance at any point in this
process. So, what, exactly, is involved?

The application process is straightforward and there are several resources on our website
(https://www.wcgsohio.org) to help you succeed. You can navigate to the Lineage Societies
page by clicking on the <More> tab on the top menu bar of the home page or you can use this
handy link (https://www.wcgsohio.org/lineage-societies). Once there, you will see a short
description of each of our three lineage societies including qualifying dates. On that same page,
you will find links to lists of proven ancestors for each lineage society and descendants who
have applied and been approved. These existing applications may help you!

For each lineage society, there is a link to the application form, which is a fillable PDF you can
download and save to your computer. Some find it helpful to print a copy to use as a planning
tool and place for quick notes when working through the application. Find the button on that
page for Lineage Society Rules and Application Procedures — READ THIS FIRST.
Download and save a copy to your computer; you will refer to it often as you go along. It is
really important that you follow our advice and read this first! Take it from a guy who hates
reading the directions — this will save you time and effort.

Organization and attention to detail are keys to success. By keeping your files, notes, and working copy applications
in a central easy-to-find location and naming the associated computer files accordingly, you will be able to pick up
where you left off in the event you need to put your research aside due to other obligations. You will find that the extra
time you spend keeping organized will save you even more time and prevent you from duplicating the same effort in
the future. Have you ever spent time looking for a record and after finding it realized that you had already found that
record years ago, but did not index, label, or file it properly? I think we have all been there before!

For inspiration to “get this done,” look no further than the WCGS Members Area of our website where you will find
the video “You CAN Master Lineage Society Applications” from a program given in 2022 by Jean Halls Muetzel.
Jean was our previous Lineage Societies Director and has graciously allowed us to keep this valuable presentation on
the website, along with a helpful handout. Jean’s presentation will help you learn best practices that you can apply to
any lineage society application process. (As an aside, Jean will be presenting a Virtual Program on November 12 on
“Finding Your Patriot! Revolutionary War Research.” I always learn something from her!)

We are proud of our Warren County ancestors and their lives mattered. Their dedication and sacrifice ensured a better
future for us all. We owe it to them and to ourselves to document these important lineages for posterity, so please
consider joining us in this worthwhile endeavor. Completed and approved Lineage Society Applications PRESERVE
and PROTECT your research and documentation! This is the time to complete your application before the busy winter
holidays take over your life. Please let me know if there is anything I can do to help you get your application finished
before the February 1 deadline. You can reach me at lineage.wcgsoh@gmail.com. I look forward to hearing from you!

“Our dead are never dead to us, until we have forgotten them.”
-George Eliot (1819-1880), English novelist, poet, journalist, and translator (born Mary Ann Evans)
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ON THE SUBJECT OF CLEANING GRAVE MARKERS
Submitted by Jo Roth, WCGS Treasurer and Webmaster

We are often contacted for advice on how to safely clean grave
markers and monuments. This question usually comes from an
individual or group with great enthusiasm for the project and a
desire to work hard to help clean up a cemetery. They eagerly
await our answer, and are usually surprised when we respond that
sometimes the best course of action is to NOT clean the markers!

I have surveyed and photographed cemeteries for decades. In
particular, I have tracked the once slow, but now much faster,
deterioration of my family members’ markers. Grave markers
that were once legible are now almost unrecognizable.

Grave Markers for Gottfried Roth (1847-1884) and Catherine Each time a marker is cleaned, even using soft brushes and safe

(Hermann) Roth (1847-1879) in Highland Cemetery, Fort methods, it removes a bit of the surface. Over the years, this

Mitchell, Kenton County, Kentucky. Photo taken 22 Nov 2012. increases the rate of deterioration. Combine this with

environmental issues, such as pollution and acid rain, especially

on marble and limestone, and it is understandable why this deterioration is happening at a much faster rate. Water is

fine to wash off surface dirt or if you need some help getting contrast for an image, but a mirror works better most times
and does not involve touching the marker.

Another factor is that most markers people are wanting to clean may not have been purchased by or belong to either
them or any of their family members. Would you want to risk doing something that might damage someone else’s
property? Would you want someone else to take that same risk with yours? We know you would never want to cause
harm or upset, and ask that you think twice before visiting cemeteries and cleaning markers that might be better left
alone.

Please visit the National Park Service’s website page on “Cleaning Grave Markers.” It has great information that will
help you with your decision on whether to clean a grave marker, and if you do decide to clean it, exactly how to do it

safely. https.//www.nps.gov/articles/000/cemetery-preservation-course-cleaning-grave-markers.htm

WARREN COUNTY, OHIO, NEWPAPERS

A list of these newspapers with links to the descriptions of newspapers can be found at the Directory of Newspapers:
https://www.loc.gov/collections/directory-of-us-newspapers-in-american-libraries/?searchType=advanced&location county=warren&location state=ohio

Find Online | Title Location Years Published
American Democrat Lebanon, Ohio 18 -1
Community Press Mason, Ohio 19 -Current
The Day-Star Cincinnati, Ohio 1845-1847
Democratic Citizen Lebanon, Ohio 1852-1862
Democratic Citizen Mason, Ohio 18 -18
Epitomizer or Notes from My Diary Waynesville, Ohio 1864-18
The Farmer Lebanon, Ohio 1816-1820
The Franklin Advertiser Franklin, Ohio 1872-1876
The Franklin Argus Franklin, Ohio 1879-1881

ONLINE! The Franklin Chronicle Franklin, Ohio 1883-Current
The Franklin Gazette Franklin, Ohio 1868-18
The Franklin News Franklin, Ohio 1895-1924
The Franklin Times Franklin, Ohio 1841-18

ONLINE! The Lebanon Daily Star Lebanon, Ohio 1883-1885
The Lebanon Gazette Lebanon, Ohio 1821-1822
The Lebanon Gazette Lebanon, Ohio 1877-1893
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Warren County, Ohio, Newspapers (cont’d.)

Find Online | Title Location Years Published
Lebanon Patriot Lebanon, Ohio 1868-1936
The Lebanon Spy Lebanon, Ohio 1842-1843
The Lebanon Star Lebanon, Ohio 1973-
Little Miami Express Morrow, Ohio 1978-
The Mason Times Mason, Ohio 1954-1964
ONLINE! The Miami Gazette Waynesville, Ohio 1865-1875
ONLINE! The Miami Gazette Waynesville, Ohio 1880-1896
ONLINE! The Miami Gazette Waynesville, Ohio 1910-1955
ONLINE! The Miami Gazette Waynesville, Ohio 1969-
ONLINE! The Miami Gazette and Harveysburg Reporter Waynesville, Ohio 1875-1880
ONLINE! The Miami Gazette and Waynesville News Waynesville, Ohio 1896-1910
ONLINE! The Miami Visitor Waynesville, Ohio 1850-18
The Middletown Mail Middletown, Ohio 1839-1840
The Ohio Argus Lebanon, Ohio 1831-183
The Ohio Argus and Franklin Gazette Franklin, Ohio 183 -1839
Pulse Journal Mason, Ohio 1977-Current
The Regenerator New York / Fruit Hill, Ohio 1844-1854
The Republican-Record Lebanon, Ohio 1903-1905
The Sober Second Thought Lebanon, Ohio 1846-1847
ONLINE! The Star & Gazette Lebanon, Ohio 1824-1825
ONLINE! The Star Free Press Springboro, Ohio 1976-Current
Thought & Eagle Lebanon, Ohio 1848-1848
The Union Volunteer Lebanon, Ohio 1867-18
The Valley Chronicle Franklin, Ohio 1876-1881
The Valley Chronicle and Franklin Argus Franklin, Ohio 1881-18
Warren County News Lebanon, Ohio 19 -19
Warren County Record Lebanon, Ohio 1899-1903
Warren County Record and the Republican Lebanon, Ohio
Warren County Reporter Lebanon, Ohio 1959-1977
Warren County Waechter (in German) Morrow, Ohio 189 -19
Warren County Democratic Citizen Lebanon, Ohio 1862-1863
The Waynesville Enterprise Waynesville, Ohio 1902-19
The Waynesville News Waynesville, Ohio 1884-1896
Waynesville News Waynesville, Ohio 1956-1956
ONLINE! The Weekly Western Star Lebanon, Ohio 1859-186
ONLINE! The Weekly Western Star Lebanon, Ohio 1871-1872
ONLINE! The Western Star Lebanon, Ohio 1807-1822
ONLINE! The Western Star Lebanon, Ohio 1828-1859
ONLINE! The Western Star Lebanon, Ohio 186 -1871
ONLINE! The Western Star Lebanon, Ohio 1873-1893
ONLINE! The Western Star Lebanon, Ohio 1899-1936
ONLINE! The Western Star Lebanon, Ohio 1938-2013
ONLINE! The Western Star & Lebanon Gazette Lebanon, Ohio 1822-1824
ONLINE! The Western Star and Lebanon Gazette Lebanon, Ohio 1825-1828
ONLINE! The Western Star and the Lebanon Gazette Lebanon, Ohio 1893-1899
ONLINE! The Western Star and the Iebanon Patriot Lebanon, Ohio 1937-1938

If you know where we might find any of these newspapers available online that we have not located, please let us know!
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https://www.loc.gov/item/sn85038199/
https://www.loc.gov/item/sn85026048/
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CONFERENCES AND SEMINARS

2025 DARKE COUNTY GENEALOGY WORKSHOP IN GREENVILLE, OHIO
The Darke County Genealogy Society is presenting a “Leprechauns and Pilgrims, Oh My” Genealogy Workshop featuring Debbie
Large on Saturday, October 4, 2025, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., at the Garst Museum, Lowell Thomas Meeting Room, 205
North Broadway in Greenville, Ohio. Debbie will present the following lecture topics:
¢ No Leprechaun Needed to Navigate Irish Websites
+ Got a Pilgrim in Your Pedigree?
¢ Using American Ancestors and Other Websites for New England Research
Registration at the door is $20. Doors open at 9:30 a.m.
For more information, please visit: https:/www.dcogen.org/
To download a flyer: https://www.dcogen.org/ files/ugd/fcee23 80b7ald2al{24810b82aa6bfb3c073bb.pdf

2025 ANNUAL GENEALOGY SEMINAR IN DAYTON, OHIO

The Montgomery County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society is sponsoring the 2025 Annual Genealogy Seminar on Saturday,
October 11, 2025, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., featuring classes by Amber Oldenburg, at the Christ United Methodist Church at
3440 Shroyer Road in Dayton, Ohio. Amber will present the following four classes:

» True Grit and Determination

»  Woman’s Committee of the Council of National Defense Cards

» Land for the Landless

% Riding the Rails

For more information or to download a flyer, please visit:

https://mcc-ogs.org/eventListings.php?nm=57
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ROOTSTECH 2026

https://www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/

Save the Dates! Thursday, March 5 — Saturday, March 7, 2026 — In-Person ($) and Virtual (FREE)
Salt Palace Convention Center, 100 S W Temple Street, Salt Lake City, UT 84101-1408

OHIO GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Samuel D. Isaly Library, 611 State Route 97 West, Bellville, OH 44813-8813
Telephone 419-886-1903 https://www.ogs.org

2026 OGS Annual Conference: “Finding Genealogy Gems”

Save the Dates! Wednesday, April 29 — Saturday, May 2, 2026 — In-Person

Sharonville Convention Center, 11355 Chester Road, Sharonville, OH 45246-4002

Speakers include: Kelli Jo Bergheimer, Sunny Jane Morton, Karynne Moses, and Dana Palmer!

NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Box 128, Annapolis Junction, MD 20701-0128
Telephone 703-525-0050 or 800-473-0060 https:/www.ngsgenealogy.org/

2026 Family History Conference: “America at 250”
Save the Dates! Wednesday, May 27 — Saturday, May 30, 2026 - Fort Wayne, IN
https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/

2027 Family History Conference
Save the Dates! Thursday, May 20 — Saturday, May 22, 2027 - Madison, WI

GRIP GENEALOGY INSTITUTE

https://grip.ngsgenealogy.org/

Save the 2026 Dates!

Sunday, June 22, 2026 — Friday, June 26, 2026 — Virtual Courses
Sunday, July 12, 2026 — Friday, July 17, 2026 — In-Person Courses
University of Pittsburgh, 4200 Fifth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15260-0001

Save the 2027 Dates!

Sunday, June 21, 2027 — Friday, June 25, 2027 — Virtual Courses
Sunday, July 11, 2027 — Friday, July 16, 2027 — In-Person Courses
University of Pittsburgh, 4200 Fifth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15260-0001
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INSTITUTE OF GENEALOGY AND HISTORICAL RESEARCH (IGHR)
c/o Georgia Genealogical Society, Inc., P.O. Box 551247, Atlanta, Georgia 30355-2747
Telephone 678-439-7503 https://ighr.gagensociety.org/

IGHR 2026 Virtual Institute
Save the Dates! Sunday, July 26 — Friday, July 31, 2026 — Virtual

GENEALOGY WEBINARS

Please visit the following sites for complete lists of webinars being presented.
Allen County Public Library Genealogy Center

American Ancestors by New England Historic Genealogical Society
ConferenceKeeper

Florida State Genealogical Society

International Society for British Genealogy and Family History

Legacy Family Tree Webinars

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS

Support WCGS each time you check out by participating in the Kroger Community Rewards Program.
e  Visit https://www.kroger.com and sign into your Kroger account.
e Click the icon above your name to access “My Account” and look for Community Rewards on that page.
e Select Community Rewards and search by Organization Name or Number and enroll in the program:
o Organization Name — Warren Co Chpr of the Ohio Genealogical Soc
o Organization Number — SU662
Then, every time you shop and use your Kroger Plus card, Kroger will make a small donation to WCGS!

WARREN COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

WCGS has more than 160 Warren County Genealogical publications available for purchase. These can be purchased from
the Shop and Support page of our website or you can download an order form:
https://www.wcgsohio.org/downloadable-forms.

Membership is $25 for membership (single or family) or $250 for a Life Membership. Please visit the Join or Renew page
on our website or you can download a Membership Application:
https://www.wcgsohio.org/downloadable-forms.

Phone: 513-695-1144 Email: wcgsoh@gmail.com
WCGS NEW Website: https:/www.wcgsohio.org

WCGS Virtual Cemetery: http://sites.rootsweb.com/~ohwarren/Cemetery/burial.htm

Warren County OHGenWeb Site: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ohwarren/

Western Star Digitization Project: https://www.ohiomemory.org/digital/collection/p16007coll84

RESOURCE LIBRARY HOURS: Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The WCGS Resource Library is open to the public. We are a FamilySearch Affiliate Library.

THANK YOU!

Thank you to the following people and organizations who have made a monetary or materials donation to WCGS
recently. Our Society and Resource Library Catalog continues to expand because of your generosity!

Deborah Lord Bennett

Pat Gallaher

Greg Gamble

Jane Sheets

o
o
o
o
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https://www.wcgsohio.org/shop-and-support
https://www.wcgsohio.org/downloadable-forms
https://www.wcgsohio.org/join-or-renew
https://www.wcgsohio.org/downloadable-forms
mailto:wcgsoh@gmail.com
https://www.wcgsohio.org/
http://sites.rootsweb.com/~ohwarren/Cemetery/burial.htm
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ohwarren/
https://www.ohiomemory.org/digital/collection/p16007coll84

S5is7 Warren County Genealogical Society
280 029\ 0. 406 Justice Drive, Lebanon, Ohio 45036

NPT 9P
”?" <o 513-695-1144 wegsoh@gmail.com

WHEN: Wednesday, October 8, 2025
WHERE: Virtual Meeting and Program via Zoom

PROGRAM: Starting at 7:00 p.m.
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Warren County

Indiana.

Presented by Dana Palmer, CG®, CGLM

Dana Palmer has been a certified genealogist (CG) since 2009 and a
certified genealogical lecturer (CGL) since 2019. She has been a genealogy
instructor at Sinclair Community College since 2010. Dana has spoken at
national, state, and local genealogy events and conferences including
RootsTech, NGS, FGS, and frequently at OGS (Ohio). She specializes in
lineage society applications, publishing family books, Midwestern research
— specifically Ohio, but also has experience in Germany, Denmark, and the
U.K. Dana is also employed by the General Society of Mayflower
Descendants on their Silver book team. She has over 41 years of experience
in family history work and has received numerous awards for her books and
volunteer efforts. Dana joined her first lineage society at age 20 and belongs
to several lineage societies, including the International Society Daughters
of Utah Pioneers (ISDUP), National Society Daughters of the American
Revolution (NSDAR), National Society United States Daughters of 1812
(USD 1812), and Colonial Dames. In addition to her career in genealogy,
Dana has a bachelor’s degree in math education to teach high school
mathematics.

For more information about Dana, please visit her website:

http://www.treasuredlineage.com/
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Hoosier Family:
Getting Started with Indiana Research

Westward Ho! Many of our Warren County families left the area
and headed west, with Indiana being the first (and sometimes
final) stop for many. Discover the wealth of records in the Hoosier
state and connect your family using online and local records from

If you are on our email list, you will automatically receive a Zoom invitation to join us for our Virtual Chapter
Meeting and Program. You can sign up for our email list at the bottom of any website page. You do not have to
be a member to be on our email list. This presentation is open to the public and everyone is welcome!

https://www.wcgsohio.org

For more information, please contact WCGS at 513-695-1144 or wegsoh@gmail.com.
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