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It is extremely important to obtain copies of vital records for your ancestors.  These can show family relationships 

if parents are correctly listed as well as important details such as birth, marriage, and death dates.  Vital records in 

Warren County can be found at a few locations depending on the period you are searching and the type of record.  

Most of these records for Warren County, Ohio, are currently either housed at the Warren County Records Center 

& Archives, the Probate Court, or the Health Department.  The Warren County Genealogical Society has indexed 

vital records in the county for the indicated dates in the WCGS Publication list.  These are available for purchase 

in book format. 

 

Birth Records 

Governmental birth records for Warren County, Ohio, begin in 1867 and were filed in the Probate Court.  The 

Warren County Probate Court continued to maintain births from 1867 to December 19, 1908.  The registers are 

currently located in the Warren County Records Center & Archives.  These early birth records were recorded in 

oversized hardbound books such that each entry spanned two pages.  The information recorded varied over the 

course of time, but usually included:  the child’s name, birth date and place, parents’ names and residence and the 

name of the person reporting the event.   

 

Starting December 20, 1908, official state level birth certificates were required.  These were issued by the Warren 

County Health Department with a copy sent to the Division of Vital Statistics of the Ohio Department of Health. 

 

Corrected Birth Records:  These records are created when a parent, sibling or the person themselves come to the 

judge and corrects some part of the original record that was incorrect.  Corrections may include details for the name, 

sex, date, etc.  This corrected record also contains additional information not always in the original record such as 

place of birth, parents’ names (including the mother’s maiden name), the parents’ residence, and individual’s 

residence.  Copies of the original records are stored in the Warren County Records Center & Archives. 

 

Late Birth Records:  These records are created when an individual came to register his / her birth that was 

originally unrecorded or was incomplete.  Some of these individuals needed proof of birth to obtain a social security 

number.  They were required to bring witnesses such as a sibling or neighbor as proof, and other evidence to prove 

the event.  These late birth records contain details such as place of birth, parents’ names (including the mother’s 

maiden name), the parents’ residence, and individual’s residence.  Some copies of the original records are stored in 

the Warren County Records Center & Archives.  A few delayed birth records are on file at the Warren County 

Combined Health Department and can be searched by the birth year, or alphabetically if they are not in the known 

birth year.  Most were sent to the State of Ohio Vital Statistics office. 

 

Assessor Birth Records:  These records were recorded by each specific township from 1886-1907 and contained 

the same information that was recorded in the probate book.  This information was reported to the Warren County 

Probate Court.  For births, if the baby was born elsewhere (like township or county such as mother’s family home) 

the birth was still recorded.  Sometimes records may be found in the Assessors’ records that are not in the probate 

records books. 

 

Bible Records:  Bible records are excellent sources for family information especially for events that occurred before 

vital statistics were recorded.  For more information, including a list of families and surnames associated with bible 

records held at WCGS, please see the Bible Records PDF. 

 

Cemeteries:  Grave marker photos and burial or interment records can be extremely helpful in finding a birth date 

or year.  If other records do not exist, these can be used as a substitute, or can help narrow down the search for an 

actual record. 

 

Church Records:  For births prior to 1867 and to narrow down the year of birth for after 1867, locating a Baptism 

record can be helpful.  Keep in mind that not all babies were baptized right away and not all baptism records have 

been preserved.  Please see Churches and Church Records for more information on Baptisms. 

  

mailto:wcgsoh@gmail.com
https://www.wcgsohio.org/


Vital Records:  Births 
Warren County Genealogical Society, 406 Justice Drive, Lebanon, Ohio 45036 

513-695-1144 wcgsoh@gmail.com 

https://www.wcgsohio.org 2 10 Sep 2025 

Adoptions and Name Changes:  Formal adoptions prior to 1900 were not common, although they did occur.  Many 

times, the children were placed with relatives or other families as an indenture, instead of being formally adopted.  

Adoptions have been indexed for Warren County up to 1917 (although we have unpublished information up to 

1938).  Be sure to look for name changes along with the adoption.  Adoption records generally include the child’s 

original birth name, birth parents’ names, date of adoption, age of child, perhaps the situation, adoptive parents’ 

names, and any name change for the child.  These can be found either on one of the pages of the adoption record 

itself or in the probate record books. 

 

The first step in acquiring an adoption record is knowing a record exists.  The Warren County Probate Court General 

Index to Estates, Volumes 1-3 (arranged alphabetically), provide the full name, year, Book, Volume, Page, and 

Adoption Box Number (in Volumes 2 and 3) for adoptions and change-of-name petitions.  These records can be 

accessed at FamilySearch and are searchable with FamilySearch Full-Text Search. 

 

General Index to Estates, Volume 1-2, from the Warren County Probate Court 

FSL Image Group Number 005876551 (filmed September 2, 1974, at the Warren County Probate Court) 

 Vol. 1:  1803-September 1, 1936 images 1-289 

 Vol. 2:  September 1, 1936-Jan 1958 images 290-635 

 

General Index to Estates, Volume 3, from the Warren County Probate Court 

FSL Image Group Number 005876552 (filmed September 4, 1974, at the Warren County Probate Court) 

 Vol. 3:  January 1, 1958-1970  images 1-387 

 

***** 

 

In Warren County, formal adoption records may be accessed if permitted by the sitting Probate Court Judge.  Please 

visit:  https://warrencountyohio.gov/probate_juvenile  

 

On the top menu bar, select Juvenile Court to see the drop-down menu.  From there, select Public Records to see 

that drop-down menu.  From there, you can access the Public Records Policy PDF and Public Records Request 

Form PDF. 

 

***** 

 

The Ohio Department of Health also has information on Adoption Records.  Please visit their website for more 

information.   

 

Ohio Department of Health:  Adoption File Information 

https://odh.ohio.gov/know-our-programs/vital-statistics/adoption-file-information 
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Newspaper Announcements:  While not an actual birth record, announcements of a birth or congratulating new 

parents can help narrow down the date.  The Western Star ran a series of Birth Announcements and can be searched 

online by clicking on Advanced Search and using the term “births” or “births and deaths”. 

https://ohiomemory.org/digital/collection/p16007coll84  

 

The examples below show where they named both baby and parents; other times just the parents were named. 

 

   
 

 

  

The Western Star (Lebanon, Ohio), Thursday, 

September 21, 1939, Page 1, Columns 7-8 

https://ohiomemory.org/digital/collection/p16007

coll84/id/43190/  

The Western Star 

(Lebanon, Ohio), 

Thursday, September 21, 

1939, Page 6, Column 5 

https://ohiomemory.org/di

gital/collection/p16007col

l84/id/43195/  

The Western Star (Lebanon, Ohio), Thursday, 

September 24, 1942, Page 6, Columns 7-8 

https://ohiomemory.org/digital/collection/p16007coll

84/id/46558/  
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Obtaining Copies of Birth Records 

 

Warren County Records Center & Archives 

https://www.warrencountyohio.gov/RecordsCenter/ 

 

Available Records and Searchable County Indexes 

https://www.warrencountyohio.gov/RecordsCenter/Records/AvailableRecords/Index 

 

Departmental Collections: Probate Court 

 Birth Record; 3 volumes, 1867-1908 (online at WCRC&A and FamilySearch) 

 Birth / Death Township Logs; 1887-1908 (online at FamilySearch or contact WCRC&A) 

 

Birth Records Index Books (1-3) can be searched and viewed using the Searchable Indexes and Records online. 

https://www.warrencountyohio.gov/RecordsCenter/Records/Indexes/Index  

To access the Birth Records index, select 

Department:    Probate Court 

Index:     Birth Records Index Book 1 (or 2 or 3) 

 

Or you can submit a Records Request online: 

https://www.warrencountyohio.gov/RecordsCenter/Records/RecordsRequest/Index 

 

 

FamilySearch.org (online) 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/ 

 

*Please see the Searching FamilySearch PDF.  It will help you use the proper method to view the records. 

 

Ohio County, Births, 1841-2003 (includes Warren County) 

Searchable birth records database with the digital image from the original birth entries.  The site index includes the 

names of the child, parents, birth date, and location, etc. 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/collection/1932106 

 

Birth Records, 1867-1908, Volumes 1-3, from the Warren County Probate Court 

FSL Image Group Number 004016600 (filmed August 14, 1964, at the Warren County Courthouse) 

Vol. 1:  1867-1880:     images 1-200 

Vol. 2:  1880-1892:     images 201-378 

Vol. 3:  1892-1908:     images 202-602 

 

Birth Records, 1867-1908, Volumes 1-3, from the Warren County Probate Court (another filming) 

FSL Image Group Number 005253710 (filmed September 4, 1974, at the Warren County Probate Court) 

Vol. 1:  1867-1879:     images 1-232 

Vol. 2:  1880-1892:     images 233-435 

Vol. 3:  1892-1908:     images 436-602 
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Obtaining Copies of Birth Records:  FamilySearch (cont’d.) 

 

Births:  Massie, Salem, Turtlecreek, Turtlecreek West, Union, Washington, and Wayne Townships, 1887-1907, 

from the Warren County Probate Court 

FSL Image Group Number 000417498 (filmed by Wright State University) 

Massie Township:     images 1-112 

Salem Township:     images 113-179 

Turtlecreek Township East Precinct:   images 180-275 

Turtlecreek Township West Precinct:   images 276-422 

Union Township:     images 423-499 

Washington Township:    images 500-590 

Wayne Township:     images 591-689 

 

Births:  Clearcreek, Deerfield, Franklin, Hamilton, and Harlan Townships, 1887-1908, from the Warren County 

Probate Court 

FSL Image Group Number 000417499 (filmed by Wright State University) 

Clearcreek Township:     images 1-334 

Deerfield Township:     images 335-463 

Franklin Township:     images 464-582 

Hamilton Township:     images 583-659 

Harlan Township:     images 660-742 

 

 

Ohio History Connection 

Although the Ohio History Connection has birth records for many counties, it does not have any indexed birth 

records for Warren County, Ohio. 

https://ohiohistory.libguides.com/vital/birthrecords 

 

 

Ohio Department of Health 

The Ohio Department of Health no longer provides uncertified copies of birth certificates.  Certified copies of birth 

certificates from December 20, 1908, to the current date can be obtained.  Please refer to their website for directions. 

https://odh.ohio.gov/know-our-programs/vital-statistics/How-to-Order-Certificates.   

 

 

Warren County Health Department 

Certified copies of birth records from all Ohio counties from December 20, 1908, to the current date can also be 

obtained from the Warren County Health Department.   

https://warrencohealthoh.gov/home/birth-and-death-records. 

 

Birth records from all Ohio counties from December 20, 1908, to the current date can be viewed at the Warren 

County Health Department or any Ohio County Health Department.  While you cannot get a copy of an uncertified 

birth record, you can view and photograph a stamped Government Use Only copy, which will then be shredded. 
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WCGS Publications 

The following publications are available for purchase from the Warren County Genealogical Society.  Please visit 

https://www.wcgsohio.org/shop-and-support and select Birth Records under Category. 

• Births, 1867-1871 

• Births, 1872-1879 

• Births, 1879-1880 

• Births, 1880-1883 

• Births, 1884-1887 

• Births, 1888-1892 

• Births, 1892-1896 

• Births, 1897-1902 

• Births, 1903-1908 

• Births, 1909-1919 [from Assessors Records] 

• Births, 1920-1925 

• Delayed and Corrected Birth Registration 

• Births, 1886-1907 – Book 2 [from Assessors Records] 

• Births, 1886-1907 – Book 3 [from Assessors Records] 

• Dr. Layman, Birth Records, Franklin, Ohio, 1933-1942 

• Adoption Records, 1856-1917 

 

 

  

mailto:wcgsoh@gmail.com
https://www.wcgsohio.org/
https://www.wcgsohio.org/shop-and-support


Vital Records:  Births 
Warren County Genealogical Society, 406 Justice Drive, Lebanon, Ohio 45036 

513-695-1144 wcgsoh@gmail.com 

https://www.wcgsohio.org 7 10 Sep 2025 

Other Repositories 

The Warren County Records Center & Archives maintains a list of microfilm held by other organizations. 
Record Series Record Number(s) / 

Dates 

Record Name(s) Media Type Roll Identifiers Notes 

Probate Court 1941 Birth Records Index 35mm 1637542 Birth Records 4-5-6 1941-1942 

also on roll - Original roll made / 

held by the Genealogical Society 

of Utah 

Probate Court 1867-1908 Birth Records 35mm 964252 Original roll made / held by the 

Genealogical Society of Utah 

Probate Court 1887-1907 Birth Records 35mm   Original roll made / held by 

Wright State University 

Probate Court 1887-1907 Birth Records 35mm   Original roll made / held by 

Wright State University 

Probate Court 1942-1943 Birth Records 35mm 1637543 Original roll made / held by the 

Genealogical Society of Utah 

Probate Court 9-10-11 Birth Records 35mm 1637544 Original roll made / held by the 

Genealogical Society of Utah 

Probate Court 11 (p.368) - 12-13 Birth Records 35mm 1637545 Original roll made / held by the 

Genealogical Society of Utah 

Probate Court 14-15-16 Birth Records 35mm 1637546 Original roll made / held by the 

Genealogical Society of Utah 

Probate Court 16 (p. 388) Birth Records 35mm 1637547 Original roll made / held by the 

Genealogical Society of Utah 

Probate Court 17-18 Birth Records 35mm 1637548 Original roll made / held by the 

Genealogical Society of Utah 

Probate Court 19 Birth Records 35mm 1637549 Original roll made / held by the 

Genealogical Society of Utah 

Probate Court 12 & 13 - Dates Vary Birth Records 35mm VDS 827-28 Original roll made / held by the 

Genealogical Society of Utah 

Probate Court 14 & 15 - Dates Vary Birth Records 35mm VDS 828-29 Original roll made / held by the 

Genealogical Society of Utah 

Probate Court 16 - Dates Vary Birth Records 35mm VDS 829-30 Original roll made / held by the 

Genealogical Society of Utah 

 

 

 

Warren County Research documents, including this one, have been compiled from numerous sources.  We thank 

those whose hard work and invaluable information has been referenced and updated for use here.  – Jo Roth 

 Dana Palmer, Researching in Warren County, Ohio:  A Guide to Genealogical Resources (2013) 

 Dana Palmer, Webmaster of our original website (2001-2015) 

 Arne Trelvik, Webmaster of our original website (2007-2018) 

 Debbie Large, Webmaster of our original website (2016) 

 Tori Otten, Warren County Records Center & Archives 

 Jacob Stickel, Warren County Records Center & Archives 

 Jim Brokaw, Warren County Genealogical Society President 
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