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WARREN COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY e-News March 2026 
This monthly newsletter is being distributed to Warren County Genealogical Society members and other interested 

parties.  Feel free to share with others as you see fit.  If you wish to be added or removed from our mailing list, contact 

us by phone at 513-695-1144 or email at wcgsoh@gmail.com. – Jo Roth, Acting e-News Editor 
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
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WCGS RESOURCE LIBRARY HOURS 
The Resource Library will be closed Friday, April 10, 2026, from 12-4, for our Volunteer Appreciation Lunch and 

Quarterly Meeting. 

 

The Resource Library will be closed Wednesday, April 29, through Friday, May 1, 2026, for the 2026 OGS 

Conference.  Come and see us in the Exhibit Hall at the Sharonville Convention Center through Saturday, May 2, 2026. 
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

2026 PROGRAM SCHEDULE 
Our programs are FREE and open to the public.  All are welcome! 

 
March 2026 Virtual Program “Discovering Miami Valley Pioneers and Early Ancestors” presented by Kelli 

Bergheimer 

Wednesday, March 11, 2026, 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM EDT – Zoom Program 

 
April 2026 No Program – Join us at the 2026 OGS Conference!  Stop by the WCGS table in the Exhibitor Hall. 

Sharonville Convention Center, 1135 Chester Road, Sharonville, OH  45246 

Wednesday, April 29 – Saturday, May 2, 2026 

 
*May 2026 WCGS 45th Anniversary and Awards Banquet!  SAVE THE DATE!  Special Program by Dana Palmer! 

Wednesday, May 20, 2026, 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM EDT – In-Person 

 

 

 
If you are on our email list, you will automatically receive a Zoom invitation to join us for our Virtual Chapter Meeting 

and Program.  You can sign up for our email list at the bottom of any website page.  https://www.wcgsohio.org  
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:  

mailto:wcgsoh@gmail.com
https://www.wcgsohio.org/
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Submitted by Jim Brokaw, WCGS President and Research Chair 

 

Welcome to the March edition of the WCGS e-News!  Once again, we have some exciting things to share with you.  

First, we are looking forward to RootsTech 2026, which begins this Thursday, March 5, and runs through Saturday, 

March 7.  If you’ve never experienced RootsTech, I encourage you to sign up now, get comfortable, and enjoy the 

variety of excellent free presentations.  I will be sitting beside you (virtually) during the entire conference.  This is the 

kickoff for a whole calendar of upcoming events! 

 

Next week, Kelli Bergheimer is presenting our virtual program March 11; the Family History Jamboree in Centerville 

is March 28; the 2026 OGS Annual Conference is at the Sharonville Convention Center starting April 29; and the 2026 

NGS Family History Conference will be in Fort Wayne, Indiana, starting May 27.  All these events, ranging from 

absolutely free to rather expensive, are excellent opportunities to learn about recent advances in the genealogical world 

and gain new family history research skills. 

 

We are excited to report both the Warren County Records Center & Archives and the Warren County Recorder’s Office 

continue to make more records available on their websites, and have included an article in this issue about their most 

recent addition.  Also, if you haven’t perused our website recently, please do so.  Our Webmaster has been adding new 

materials, our Virtual Cemetery has been completely revamped, and we have added a new Books for Members benefit 

for our valued members! 

 

Lastly, a word of caution.  While I firmly believe FamilySearch’s Full-Text search is the best advancement in 

genealogical research in years, I must admit it has made me lazy.  For over a year, I have been searching for proof of a 

father-son relationship in my ancestral tree and hoping eventually I would find that record by using Full-Text Search.  

A week ago, I tried searching online using a different, yet proven strategy.  A Google search query took me directly to 

a FamilySearch.org Dutch Reformed Church record in New Jersey that contained my ancestor’s 1790 baptismal entry.  

The record is in the FamilySearch catalog, but not yet included in Full-Text Search.  Keep searching, keep learning, and 

don’t forget the basics. 

 

As always, our e-News is designed for you, our members and supporters.  Please let me know if you have 

recommendations or would like to contribute to a future edition.  You can reach me at president.wcgsoh@gmail.com. 
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

WARREN COUNTY COMMUNITY  

SHRED & ELECTRONICS  

RECYCLING DAY 
 

Saturday, April 25, 2026 10 AM – 1 PM 
 

Warren County Administration Building Parking Lot,  

406 Justice Drive, Lebanon, OH  45036 

 

When getting rid of any old family group sheets, pedigree 

charts, or other documents you have amassed during your 

genealogical research, it is ALWAYS a good idea to shred 

anything that might have information about living or recently 

deceased individuals.   

 

The Warren County Records Center & Archives hosts a Shred 

Event twice a year, making it easy to shred your documents 

without the expense or mess of doing it at home.  Happy 

Spring Cleaning! 

 

For more information, please visit: 
https://www.warrencountyohio.gov/RecordsCenter/Geninfo/ShredDay/index 

-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:  

mailto:president.wcgsoh@gmail.com
https://www.warrencountyohio.gov/RecordsCenter/Geninfo/ShredDay/index
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DISCHARGE CERTIFICATES ON THE WC RECORDER’S WEBSITE 
Submitted by Jim Brokaw 

 

Since the Civil War, Veterans have visited their County Courthouse to record their military discharge papers for 

safekeeping.  Their discharge papers were proof of an honorable discharge and necessary to prove eligibility for 

benefits, and the Court copy served as a backup if the original were lost.   

 

Recently, the Warren County Recorder made these records available online!   

 

Similar to the Laredo system available in our Resource Library, the Warren County Recorder’s Office has “AVA” for 

online research.  Start by reading and clicking Accept on the Welcome page of the Public Records Search.  Then type 

the name of the ancestor you are searching for in the top two boxes of the form.  In my example, I used Bercaw, Carl. 

 

In the Document Types box, type “VETERAN LEGACY” without the quotation marks.  If you are having trouble 

finding records, try using the Document Type and just the surname, or a variation of the surname spelling, as spelling 

can throw off some searches. 

 

Once you get the results of your search, click the line with the results to open the information for that line. 

 

 
 

Click on the document icon (it looks like a piece of paper). 

 

 
 

A copy of the discharge certificate will appear.  At the bottom of the page are various options including zoom, print, 

and page forward or back if the record consists of multiple pages.  If you click the Printer icon, it will give you Print 

Options.  To save the document to your computer, either print or save to PDF once the Print Dialog window opens. 

 

   
 

(Continued on next page.) 

  

https://recorder.warrencountyohio.gov/Info/SearchInfo/Index
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From Carl Bercaw’s WWI discharge certificate, we find he was born around 1896 in Monroe, Ohio; he enlisted or was 

drafted on April 25, 1918, in Middletown, Ohio; he was shipped overseas on June 6, 1918; and he served in France, 

Italy, Dalmatia and Montenegro.  He participated in the Battle of Nittorio Veneto, October 24-November 4, 1918, and 

in the expedition into Montenegro, January 6-January 27, 1919.  Carl served in Company L, 331st (Infantry Regiment) 

and in Company F, 332nd (Infantry Regiment).  Carl was never AWOL and was in good health.  He returned to the 

U.S. on April 15, 1919, and on May 3, 1919, at Camp Sherman (near Chillicothe), Ohio, he received travel pay to 

Middletown, Ohio, a $60 bonus and his Honorable Discharge certificate. 

 

In another, yet completely different example, on October 1, 1864, Sgt. John B. Bowman was discharged from Company 

E, 17th Regiment of Ohio Volunteer Infantry, at Atlanta, Georgia, after completing his enlistment obligations.  John, a 

farmer by trade, had enlisted in the Army on October 31, 1861, to serve a three-year enlistment.  John was 24 years 

old, was born in Warren County, Ohio, and stood six foot tall with a light complexion and dark hair.  On December 

26, 1866, John Bowman appeared before James Ferguson, a Justice of the Peace, to swear he was the same John 

Bowman who was a Sergeant in the 17th O.V.I. and had been discharged at the end of his term of service.  He was 

presented with his discharge certificate by James S. Totten, Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas for Warren County, 

Ohio.  His Veteran Legacy record is SD2-142. 

 

These papers provide a wealth of information for genealogists searching for details to help write the stories of their 

ancestors’ lives. 

 

With many thanks to the Warren County Recorder, good hunting! 
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:  

https://armyhistory.org/viva-lamerica-the-332d-infantry-on-the-italian-front/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/17th_Ohio_Infantry_Regiment
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HAPPY TRAILS 
Our deepest condolences to the family and friends of those who have passed.  WCGS is fortunate to have had so many people who 

have become members and made contributions.  We recognize and honor those who are no longer with us in body, but will be ever-

present in spirit.  As the song goes, “Until we meet again…” 
 

Please visit our Virtual Cemetery on Find a Grave:  Remembering Our WCGS Members.  If you have information about a current 

or former WCGS member who has passed or a memorial we should add to our Virtual Cemetery, please contact Debbie Schneider, 

WCGS Membership Chair, at membership.wcgsoh@gmail.com.  

 
Nancy Lynne (Hudson) Burge (August 5, 1938 – August 18, 2025)    WCGS Charter Member 

Nancy Lynne (Hudson) Burge, 87, of Brownstown, Indiana, passed away peacefully on August 18, 

2025.  She was born on August 5, 1938, in Marion, Indiana, to the late Raymond E. Hudson and Fern 

L. Van Voorst. 
 

Nancy grew up in Indiana and attended Thomas Carr Howe High School before furthering her 

education at the John Herron School of Art.  On November 28, 1959, she married the love of her life, 

George Randall Burge, and together they built a life filled with love, family, and community.   
 

Nancy devoted her time and talents to preserving the past, taking great joy in sharing her 

knowledge of genealogy with others, from college students to children.  Her deep love for history, 

art, and family guided her life and left a lasting impression on those who knew her.  She also found 

happiness in baking, creating sweet treats that became a cherished way of showing her love and care. 
 

She was preceded in death by her parents; her beloved son, Kent Randall Burge (Marilyn); and granddaughter, Christina Padgett.   

Nancy is survived by her devoted husband of 65 years, George Randall Burge; her sister, Cynthia Ann (Bill); nephews Brad (Minna) 

and Reid; her children, Douglas and Susan (Brian); and her grandchildren Tiffany, Randall, and Emily.  She also leaves behind her 

great-grandchildren, Mya, Damian, Myleah, Indigo, Juniper, and Lila, who will carry her memory forward with love. 
 

Nancy will be remembered for her warmth, creativity, and devotion to her family.  Her legacy of love and kindness will live on in 

all who were blessed to know her. 
 

Anderson Funeral Home in Franklin, Ohio, served the family.  Her online obituary can 

be found here: 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/franklin-oh/nancy-burge-12493729  
 

Burial was in Woodhill Cemetery.  Nancy’s Find a Grave Memorial can be found here: 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/286405679/nancy-lynne-burge  
 

**Nancy was the painter of our logo and a very early sign for WCGS!** 

 
Bette June (Patton) Leslie (January 19, 1940 – April 4, 2023)    WCGS Charter Member 

Bette P. Leslie, 83, of Franklin, passed away on Tuesday, April 4, 2023.  Bette was born on January 19, 

1940, to Ernest Greene Patton and Opal (Rader) Patton. 
 

Bette was incredibly loving person, and an amazing mother to her two daughters and many others.  She 

continued her “mom” duties as the Drill Team Mom at Franklin High School.  Bette loved her poodles, 

Autry and Louie, who took great care of her when she needed them.  She loved to sew, and she enjoyed 

quilting as well as sewing uniforms for her beloved drill team girls.  Bette was also passionate about 

genealogy, and playing computer games – she was affectionately known as “The Clicker” because she 

could always be heard clicking away at her games.  After raising her family, Bette got a job at Meijer, 

and found that she loved it. S he joined her husband in taking the RV on the road after retirement, and 

they enjoyed traveling and camping together. 
 

Bette is preceded in death by her parents, Ernest and Opal Patton; and her husband, Patrick Leslie Jr. 
 

Bette is survived by her daughters, Diedere Leslie (Richard) and Pamella Leslie; her grandson, Ashton Adair; her brother, Jimmy 

Patton (Linda); and her sister, Annette Lawson (Tony). 
 

Anderson Funeral Home in Franklin served the family.  You can find Bette’s online obituary here: 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/franklin-oh/bette-leslie-11236466  
 

Burial was in Miami Cemetery in Corwin.  You can find her Find a Grave Memorial here: 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/251902491/bette-june-leslie  
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:  

https://www.findagrave.com/virtual-cemetery/1809932
mailto:membership.wcgsoh@gmail.com
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/franklin-oh/nancy-burge-12493729
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/286405679/nancy-lynne-burge
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/franklin-oh/bette-leslie-11236466
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/251902491/bette-june-leslie
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CONFERENCES AND SEMINARS 

 
ROOTSTECH 2026 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/  
Thursday, March 5 – Saturday, March 7, 2026 – In-Person ($) and Virtual (FREE) 

Salt Palace Convention Center, 100 S W Temple Street, Salt Lake City, UT  84101-1408 

Speakers include Melissa Barker, Kelli Bergheimer, Shannon Combs-Bennett, Sunny Jane Morton, Dana Palmer, and more!  

 
FAMILY HISTORY JAMBOREE 2026 

https://fhj1.org/general-info/  

Saturday, March 28, 2026 – In-Person – FREE  

901 East Whipp Road, Centerville, Ohio 
Instructors:  Shane Conley, Lisa Forshee, Michael Garrambone, Jenny Harvey, Garry Knight, Peggy Lauritzen, Dana Palmer, and Jim Phillabaum. 

2026 Handouts will be available for download:  https://fhj1.org/downloads/ 

 
INDIANA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. Box 10507, Fort Wayne, Indiana 46852-0507 

https://www.indgensoc.org/ 
 

2026 IGS Annual Conference:  “Roots of a Nation” 

Friday, April 17 – Saturday, April 18, 2026 – In-Person AND Virtual 

Plainfield-Guilford Township Public Library, 1120 Stafford Road, Plainfield, IN  46168 

 
2026 NORTHEASTERN KENTUCKY GENEALOGY CONFERENCE 

https://gcgenealogy41144.wixsite.com/mysite/about-5 

Friday, April 24 – Saturday, April 25, 2026 

Greenbo Lake State Park Lodge, 965 Lodge Road, Greenup, KY  41144 

Hosted by Greenup County Kentucky Genealogy & Historical Society 

 
OHIO GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

Samuel D. Isaly Library, 611 State Route 97 West, Bellville,  OH 44813-8813 

Telephone 419-886-1903  https://www.ogs.org 
 

2026 OGS Annual Conference:  “Finding Genealogy Gems” 

Wednesday, April 29 – Saturday, May 2, 2026 – In-Person 

Sharonville Convention Center, 11355 Chester Road, Sharonville, OH  45246-4002 

Speakers include:  Kelli Bergheimer, Sunny Jane Morton, Karynne Moses, and Dana Palmer! 

 
NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. Box 128, Annapolis Junction, MD  20701-0128 

Telephone 703-525-0050 or 800-473-0060  https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/ 
 

2026 Family History Conference:  “America at 250” 

Wednesday, May 27 – Saturday, May 30, 2026 - Fort Wayne, IN 

https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/ 

 
PALATINES TO AMERICA GERMAN GENEALOGY SOCIETY 

P.O. Box 141260, Columbus, OH  43214 

https://palam.org/  
 

2026 PAL AM National Conference – “Our German Ancestors:  Building America” 

Thursday, June 18 – Saturday, June 20, 2026 – In-Person 

https://pennpalam.org/  

Double Tree Resort Hotel, 2400 Willow Street Pike, Lancaster, PA  17602 

Registration now open.  Early Bird pricing ends April 15, 2026! 

 
GRIP GENEALOGY INSTITUTE 

https://grip.ngsgenealogy.org/ 

Sunday, June 22 – Friday, June 26, 2026 – Virtual Courses 

Sunday, July 12 – Friday, July 17, 2026 – In-Person Courses 

University of Pittsburgh, 4200 Fifth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA  15260-0001 

 

Save the 2027 Dates for Madison, WI!   

Thursday, May 20 – Saturday, May 22, 2027 

Save the 2027 Dates! 

Sunday, June 21 – Friday, June 25, 2027 – Virtual Courses 

Sunday, July 11 – Friday, July 16, 2027 – In-Person Courses 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/
https://fhj1.org/general-info/
https://fhj1.org/downloads/
https://www.indgensoc.org/
https://gcgenealogy41144.wixsite.com/mysite/about-5
https://www.ogs.org/
https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/
https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/
https://palam.org/
https://pennpalam.org/
https://grip.ngsgenealogy.org/
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INSTITUTE OF GENEALOGY AND HISTORICAL RESEARCH (IGHR) 

c/o Georgia Genealogical Society, Inc., P.O. Box 551247, Atlanta, Georgia 30355-2747 

Telephone 678-439-7503  https://ighr.gagensociety.org/  
 

IGHR 2026 Virtual Institute 

Monday, July 27 – Friday, July 31, 2026 – Virtual  

 
2026 KENTUCKY HISTORY AND GENEALOGY CONFERENCE 

Call for Speakers and Vendors! 

https://www.lexpublib.org/historyconference  

Friday, August 7 – Saturday, August 8, 2026 

Lexington Public Library – Central Library 

140 East Main Street, Lexington, KY  40507 

Registration opens Monday, June 1, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. 

 
EAST COAST GENETIC GENEALOGY CONFERENCE (ECGGC) 2026 CONFERENCE  

Fifth Annual Conference – In-Person and Virtual  

Friday, August 21 – Sunday, August 23, 2026 

Registration begins March 5; RootsTech discount available until March 21 and early bird pricing good through June 22, 2026. 

Embassy Suites at Boston Logan Airport, 207 Porter St., Boston, MA  02128 

https://ecggc.org/ 
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

GENEALOGY WEBINARS 

Please visit the following sites for complete lists of webinars being presented. 

Allen County Public Library Genealogy Center 

American Ancestors by New England Historic Genealogical Society 

ConferenceKeeper 

Florida State Genealogical Society 

International Society for British Genealogy and Family History 

Legacy Family Tree Webinars 
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS 

Support WCGS each time you check out by participating in the Kroger Community Rewards Program. 

• Visit https://www.kroger.com and sign into your Kroger account. 

• Click the icon above your name to access “My Account” and look for Community Rewards on that page. 

• Select Community Rewards and search by Organization Name or Number and enroll in the program: 

o Organization Name – Warren Co Chpr of the Ohio Genealogical Soc 

o Organization Number – SU662 

Then, every time you shop and use your Kroger Plus card, Kroger will make a small donation to WCGS! 
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

WARREN COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
WCGS has more than 160 publications and a good number of used books available for purchase.  These can be purchased from the 

Shop and Support page on our website. 

 

Membership is $25 for an Annual Membership or $250 for a Life Membership.  Please visit the Join or Renew page on our website. 

 

406 Justice Drive, Lebanon, Ohio 45036 

513-695-1144  wcgsoh@gmail.com 

 

https://www.wcgsohio.org 
 

RESOURCE LIBRARY HOURS:  Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

The WCGS Resource Library is open to the public.  We are a FamilySearch Affiliate Library. 
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

https://ighr.gagensociety.org/
https://www.lexpublib.org/historyconference
https://ecggc.org/
https://acpl.libnet.info/events?r=days&n=30&t=Family+History+%26+Genealogy
https://www.americanancestors.org/events
https://conferencekeeper.org/virtual/
https://fsgs.org/
https://isbgfh.com/winter-webinars/
https://familytreewebinars.com/
https://www.kroger.com/
https://www.wcgsohio.org/shop-and-support
https://www.wcgsohio.org/join-or-renew
mailto:wcgsoh@gmail.com
https://www.wcgsohio.org/


Warren County Genealogical Society 
406 Justice Drive, Lebanon, Ohio 45036  

513-695-1144                           wcgsoh@gmail.com 

 

 WHEN: Wednesday, March 11, 2026 

WHERE: Virtual Meeting and Program via Zoom 

PROGRAM: Starting at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

Discovering Miami Valley 

Pioneers and Early Ancestors 

Do you have a pioneer or early ancestors in the Miami Valley Region?  The 

Miami River system was a key component for migration, survival, farming, and 

opportunity.  Come learn how to organize your story around a timeline, to find 

some gems in the archives in the area, and how a little bit of mitochondrial DNA 

helped me push back to an ancestral couple near Troy who settled here before 

Ohio was a state. 

 

 

 

 

Presented by Kelli Bergheimer 

Kelli Bergheimer is a writer, teacher, editor, author, and international 

genealogical speaker.  She holds a Bachelor’s in Biology, a Master’s in 

Education:  Curriculum and Instruction, and a Master’s in Business 

Management.  Kelli is the Director of Curriculum and Assessments for Blue 

Kayak, a K-12 textbook company.  She also works as the Director of Education 

for Your DNA Guide.  Kelli runs a small business – Mess on the Desk, a 

genealogical organization company with a YouTube channel and she is a 

member of the Association of Professional Genealogists. 

 

You can find Kelli’s YouTube channel here: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvNrudGjNxizeNCG-1abajQ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are on our email list, you will automatically receive a Zoom invitation to join us for our Virtual Chapter 

Meeting and Program.  You can sign up for our email list at the bottom of any website page.  You do not have 

to be a member to be on our email list.  This presentation is open to the public and everyone is welcome! 

https://www.wcgsohio.org 

 

For more information, please contact WCGS at 513-695-1144 or wcgsoh@gmail.com. 

mailto:wcgsoh@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvNrudGjNxizeNCG-1abajQ
https://www.wcgsohio.org/
mailto:wcgsoh@gmail.com
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