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WARREN COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY e-News January 2026 
This monthly newsletter is being distributed to Warren County Genealogical Society members and other interested 

parties.  Feel free to share with others as you see fit.  If you wish to be added or removed from our mailing list, contact 

us by phone 513-695-1144 or email at wcgsoh@gmail.com. – Jo Roth, Acting e-News Editor 

 
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
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WCGS RESOURCE LIBRARY HOURS 
The Resource Library will be closed Monday, January 19, 2026, for Martin Luther King, Jr., Day. 

 

The Resource Library will be closed Tuesday, January 27, 2026, from noon until 4 p.m., for our Volunteer 

Appreciation Lunch and Quarterly Meeting.  This was rescheduled from January 6. 

 

The Resource Library will be closed Monday, February 16, 2026, for President’s Day. 
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

2026 PROGRAM SCHEDULE 
Our programs are FREE and open to the public.  All are welcome! 

 
January 2026 Virtual Program “Here Comes the Bride, and There She Goes” presented by J. Mark Lowe 

TUESDAY, January 13, 2026, 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM EDT – Zoom Program 

**Note this program is on a Tuesday instead of our usual Wednesday.** 

 
February 2026 Virtual Program “Busting Through Brick Walls by Understanding County Boundaries” presented 

by Dana Palmer 

Wednesday, February 11, 2026, 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM EDT – Zoom Program 

 
March 2026 Virtual Program “Discovering Miami Valley Pioneers and Early Ancestors” presented by Kelli 

Bergheimer 

Wednesday, March 11, 2026, 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM EDT – Zoom Program 

 
*May 2026 WCGS 45th Anniversary and Awards Banquet!  SAVE THE DATE!  Special Program by Dana Palmer! 

Wednesday, May 20, 2026, 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM EDT – In-Person 

 
If you are on our email list, you will automatically receive a Zoom invitation to join us for our Virtual Chapter Meeting 

and Program.  You can sign up for our email list at the bottom of any website page.  https://www.wcgsohio.org  
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Submitted by Jim Brokaw, WCGS President and Research Chair 

 

Happy New Year!  2026 is a special year for us, because in May, the Warren County Genealogical Society will celebrate 

our 45th anniversary.  In January 1981, our founding members began meeting in Lebanon, Ohio, and decided to create 

a nonprofit society with the lofty goals of creating a research library and to gather, organize, and produce historical 

materials to aid genealogists in their Warren County research efforts.  By February, they had elected officers and on 

May 20, 1981, the Warren County Genealogical Society became a Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society.  From the 

beginning, WCGS has been comprised of a small group of dedicated volunteers who over the last 45 years have built 

our Resource Library into one of the finest genealogical libraries in Ohio and who still today enable us to keep our front 

door open and the lights on five full days a week to serve you, our valued members!  Hoorah! 

 

I hope each of you has been thinking about your personal goals for 2026 and you have included family research among 

those goals.  We all know our family tree is never complete, and the incredible amounts of new records that are being 

digitized and made available online should be encouraging all of us to renew our family research efforts.  If you are 

able, please visit our Resource Library and take advantage of the indexes, databases, records, materials, and assistance 

we offer.  Unable to visit in person?  We can still help!  Submit a Research Request, email us at 

research.wcgsoh@gmail.com, or give us a call at 513-695-1144. 

 

My New Year’s prediction for the genealogical community is the early examples and novelty of Artificial Intelligence 

(AI) as applied to family tree research will mature in 2026 in ways we still cannot imagine.  The challenge for all of us 

will be to learn how to use the new AI tools effectively and efficiently, while ensuring we control the results and 

maintain our genealogical proof standards.  This will be an exciting year! 

 

I also encourage you to make the most of the free webinar programs that are sponsored by WCGS and similar societies 

across Ohio and the nation.  You will see many of those webinars, as well as upcoming genealogy events, listed in every 

issue of our e-news. 

 

You can reach me at president.wcgsoh@gmail.com.  I welcome your comments and suggestions, and invite you to 

submit photos or articles for our monthly e-News.  Have a wonderful new year and good hunting!  I hope to see or hear 

from you soon. 
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
Submitted by Deborah Schneider, Membership Chair 

 

Many, many thanks to all who renewed a 2026 Membership or 

purchased a new 2026 or Life Membership in WCGS.  We were thrilled 

so many of you included a donation along with your membership and 

wanted you to know how much it is appreciated! 

 

A question came up during our Membership Drive about renewal dates 

for memberships.  For now, we are on a calendar year, with your 

membership good from January through December each year.  If you 

join anytime between January and August, it is for the current year only.  

If you join in September or after, we apply it to the following year, 

although it is in effect immediately.  Switching to an anniversary year 

renewal has been discussed, but would require a change to our Bylaws. 

 

Membership fees are $25 for a regular membership (either single or family), and Life memberships are $250.  You can 

join WCGS or renew your membership online at https://www.wcgsohio.org/join-or-renew or by returning your dues 

and a copy of the Membership Application.  Thank you all again for supporting WCGS! 
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
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“WE ARE ALL VOLUNTEERS!” 
Submitted by Jo Roth, WCGS Treasurer and Webmaster 

 

Visitors to the Resource Library are usually surprised at the level of help available when they visit.  They are even more 

surprised to learn that in addition to the person helping them, the many people there working away on a variety of things 

are also WCGS Volunteers.  At times, this team joins in and helping our visitor becomes a group effort! 

 

Whether our area of expertise is taking care of the business of the Society, helping Resource Library patrons, fulfilling 

book orders, documenting cemeteries, or compiling records and other information into handy and useful files and 

databases, we are ALL volunteers!  And we love what we do. 

 

WCGS has now started a new tradition of a quarterly Volunteer Appreciation Lunch and Meeting.  This gives us the 

opportunity to see other volunteers who may have a different schedule, share a meal, and discuss our challenges and 

victories with the group. 

 

If you have had a volunteer or volunteers help you and would like to recognize or thank them, we would be glad to pass 

on this acknowledgment at these meetings.  Our next Volunteer Appreciation Lunch and Quarterly Meeting is scheduled 

for Tuesday, January 27 (rescheduled from January 6).  Please email any messages to wcgsoh@gmail.com or mail any 

cards to:  Warren County Genealogical Society, Attn:  Volunteer Appreciation, 406 Justice Drive, Lebanon, OH  45036 
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

IOWA RECORDS ON ANCESTRY.COM 
Submitted by Jo Roth 

 

A post on Facebook by the State Historical Society of Iowa caught my eye in December: 

 

Exciting News for Iowa history and genealogy researchers!  The State Historical Society of Iowa 

is proud to announce the continuation of our partnership with Ancestry.com, expanding free public 

access (with no cost to taxpayers) to millions of newly digitized archival documents.  Over the next 

two years, SHSI and Ancestry will work together to digitally image and integrate more than one 

million additional records from the State Archives into Ancestry’s searchable database.  

 

These newly available collections include: 

• Iowa vital records 

• State-level military files, including Iowa National Guard enlistments, and WWI and WWII 

casualty files 

• Iowa State Prison records, including convict registers, Bertillon cards, and mug shots 

 

Together, these materials offer researchers, students, and genealogists unprecedented access to 

Iowa’s past.  The SHSI x Ancestry.com collaboration helps further preserve Iowa’s rich history 

and make it accessible to people around the world who trace their family stories back to our state.  

 

How to Access: 

1) Iowans can explore these records for free using SHSI’s complimentary institutional Ancestry 

account at our Research Centers  (https://history.iowa.gov/visit/research-centers) 

2) Ancestry subscribers can explore digitized files as they processed and released on a rolling basis 

at https://www.ancestry.com/search/categories/ia_historical_society/  

 

Learn more and start exploring! 

 

If you are interested in following the State Historical Society of Iowa on Facebook, you can find their page here: 

https://www.facebook.com/IowaHistory 
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
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ON THE SUBJECT OF SEARCHING ON ANCESTRY 
Submitted by Jo Roth 

 

Like many of you, it feels like I have been researching my family forever.  While helping someone with their research, 

I started to notice a number of manuscripts and published books coming up in the results of the searches.  Some of these 

had useful information and great clues!  Similar to the Full-Text Search on FamilySearch, it was finding things I could 

have spent an entire lifetime looking for and never locating. 

 

I did notice when I started from my tree and searched, there were not nearly the same results.  This may be because 

when you run a search from a person’s profile in your tree, a lot of information and relationships are included, possibly 

leading to a case of too MUCH information excluding what could potentially be good results. 

 

See what you find!  Start from the Advanced Search page on Ancestry, but be careful you don’t put in so much 

information that you limit your results:  https://www.ancestry.com/search/?searchMode=advanced  

 

Good luck and have fun! 
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

NEW WEBSITE PAGE AND INDEX! 
Check out our brand new Tax Records website page and wonderful index created by Winston Cochrane.  What a 

goldmine!  https://www.wcgsohio.org/tax-records 

 

W. Winston Cochrane has dedicated years creating NEW indexes with much more information.  The Warren County, 

Ohio, Combined Tax Lists 1806-1825 has just been released and others are in progress.  These indexes are being 

grouped by a range of years and allow you to track your research subject through time.  Using the information provided, 

you can also pin down the location of the land described in the Tax Record by matching it up to the Warren County 

Township, Range, and Section Map. 

 

Also included in the new indexes is a reference to the Film and / or Image Group Number at FamilySearch.org and the 

Image Number.  A list is on the webpage providing direct links to these records. 

 

Please see the Warren County, Ohio, Combined Tax Lists 1806-1825 PDF for the new Index. 

 

Please see the Warren County Township, Range, and Section Map to help you locate the property being taxed. 

 

A PDF of the entire Warren County, Ohio, Tax Records page can be downloaded for easy access and reference. 
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

WESTERN STAR ANALYTICS 
Since the fall of 2018, our Alleen Stephenson Digital Newspaper Project, sponsored and maintained by the Warren 

County Genealogical Society, has provided free public access to digital images of The Western Star from 1807 through 

2005 on the Ohio Memory Project.  With the addition of issues through May 2005, there are now well over 167,000 

pages online, with more in the digitization process.  As of the end of December 2025, 68,867 users have viewed 

1,104,913 page views in 107,872 sessions. 

 

Thank you again to all who have donated to make this venture possible and to those of you who keep donating!  Our 

Support the Star! fundraising campaign continues and can be found on the dedicated page of our website for The Western 

Star:  https://www.wcgsohio.org/the-western-star  

 

The landing page for the project is https://www.ohiomemory.org/digital/collection/p16007coll84  
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
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One of the many NEW pages added to the online issues of The Western Star! 

 

 
The Western Star (Lebanon, Ohio), Thursday, August 21, 2002, Page 42 

https://ohiomemory.org/digital/collection/p16007coll84/id/178512/rec/1  

  

https://ohiomemory.org/digital/collection/p16007coll84/id/178512/rec/1
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HAPPY TRAILS 
Our deepest condolences to the family and friends of those who have passed.  WCGS is fortunate to have had so many people who 

have become members and made contributions.  We recognize and honor those who are no longer with us in body, but will be ever-

present in spirit.  As the song goes, “Until we meet again…” 

 

Please visit our Virtual Cemetery on Find a Grave:  Remembering our WCGS Members.  If you have information about a current 

or former WCGS member who has passed or a memorial we should add to our Virtual Cemetery, please contact Debbie Schneider, 

WCGS Membership Chair, at membership.wcgsoh@gmail.com.  

 
Nancy E. Myerholtz (January 21, 1945 – February 21, 2025) 

WCGS Life Member and Supporter 

Nancy Elizabeth (Miller) Myerholtz, a resident of Waterville, peacefully passed away February 

21, 2025, surrounded by family. 

She lived a full and beautiful life.  Nancy was 80 years old. 

Nancy is survived by her husband and best friend, Myron David Myerholtz; her dear sons Eric 

(Linda); Matt (Laura); five very special grandchildren:  Elizabeth Myerholtz (Sean Andrew), 

Emily Richardson (Duncan), David Myerholtz (Veronica Gonzales), Leah Fehringer (Sam), 

Ben Myerholtz; a great-grandson:  Alan Richardson, a great-granddaughter:  Evelynne Rose; 

three siblings:  Larry Miller (Linda), Bill Miller (Robin), Anne Goodwin (Jamie); Brothers-in-

law, Art Myerholtz (Judy) and Dan Myerholtz (Diane).  Nancy is also survived by many 

Myerholtz and Miller nephews and nieces, and very special Spanish exchange son, Victor 

Otero. 

Nancy was preceded in death by son, Alan David Myerholtz; her parents: Edwin and Margaret 

Miller; her sister Susan McDaniel (John); her parents in-law: Mary and Myron Myerholtz; her 

siblings-in-law: Louise and Larry Noon, Ray (June) Myerholtz; Caroline and Bill Asmus; Janet 

La Fountain; and nephew Jason Myerholtz, and her loving four-footed companion Sachi. 

Born January 21, 1945, in Cleveland, Ohio, Nancy was the eldest child of Edwin and Margaret (Bartter) Miller.  While her family 

moved often in the tristate area of Ohio, Michigan, and Indiana, she treasured the time spent at her grandparents’ farms:  the Bartters 

in Columbia Station, Ohio, and Millers near Lebanon, Ohio.  Growing up, she was involved with Girls Scouts, 4-H, and piano 

lessons.  During High School she worked as a “Page” at the Bowling Green Public Library. 

Nancy and Dave met when her family moved to Bowling Green, Ohio, during her junior year in high school.  They eloped on 

August 31, 1963, soon after she graduated from Bowling Green High School, and she was blessed to be married to her best friend 

for over 61 years.  Nancy then attended Bowling Green State University where she first received her Bachelor’s Degree in Education 

and later her Master’s Degree.  She taught at Otsego High School for over 30 years. 

While she was attending college and teaching, Dave and Nancy started raising three sons.  Nancy was a Cub Scout Den Mother for 

all three boys and with Dave, their biggest fans through all of their sports, academic, and band activities.  To this day, their sons 

have been the source of her greatest satisfaction and joy.  When her five grandchildren came along, she enjoyed living nearby where 

she could help care for all of them when needed and share their lives as they grew up. 

Nancy and Dave both enjoyed spending time in nature, and they had many amazing traveling adventures, tent camping with their 

children in the early years, and later traveling in their RV.  An RV trip to Alaska and the Yukon was definitely a highlight.  The 

most rewarding trip was one the entire family took to Hawaii on their 50th anniversary.  Nancy and Dave also traveled to Italy and 

France, and Nancy treasured a trip with her sisters to Germany to investigate the land of their Miller Ancestors.  She always loved 

family history and compiled several booklets of her family research.  In retirement, Nancy pursued many new interests including 

becoming an Ohio Certified Volunteer Naturalist, reenacting Rachel Carson, and becoming involved with the development of the 

Miller Family Farm into the Will and Harriet Miller Ecological Park in Warren County, Ohio. 

With grandchildren grown and moving away, Nancy found pleasure in “mothering” her two pups Sachi and Miyagi.  Heidi, her cat, 

was always somewhere close by begging for her share of attention.  Nancy was an inspiration, and her passions and energetic spirit 

will live on in those who knew her. 

Donations:  Will and Harriet Miller Ecological Park, PO Box 495, Lebanon, Ohio 45036, or Community of Christ Lutheran Church, 

Whitehouse, Ohio, or Hospice of Northwest Ohio. 

Interment was in Wakeman Cemetery with Peinert-Dunn, 7220 Dutch Road in Waterville, Ohio, serving the family. 

Nancy’s online obituary can be found here:  https://www.dunnfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Nancy-E-Myerholtz?obId=37714222 

Nancy’s Find a Grave Memorial can be found here:  https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/280280491/nancy-elizabeth-myerholtz 
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:  

https://www.findagrave.com/virtual-cemetery/1809932
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CONFERENCES AND SEMINARS 
 

WHITTIER AREA GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. Box 4367, Whittier, CA  90607-4367 

https://wagswhittier.org/ 

 

43rd Annual Seminar:  Artificial Intelligence for Genealogy 

Saturday, January 31, 2026 – Virtual ($) 

https://wagswhittier.org/wags-seminar 

Speakers:  Peggy Jude, John Beaumont, and Kate Penney Howard 

 
ROOTSTECH 2026 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/  
Thursday, March 5 – Saturday, March 7, 2026 – In-Person ($) and Virtual (FREE) 

Salt Palace Convention Center, 100 S W Temple Street, Salt Lake City, UT  84101-1408 

Registration Now Open! 

Speakers include  Melissa Barker, Kelli Bergheimer, Shannon Combs-Bennett, Sunny Jane Morton, Dana Palmer, and more!  

 
OHIO GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

Samuel D. Isaly Library, 611 State Route 97 West, Bellville, OH 44813-8813 

Telephone 419-886-1903  https://www.ogs.org 

 

2026 OGS Annual Conference:  “Finding Genealogy Gems” 

Wednesday, April 29 – Saturday, May 2, 2026 – In-Person 

Sharonville Convention Center, 11355 Chester Road, Sharonville, OH  45246-4002 

Registration Now Open! 

Speakers include:  Kelli Bergheimer, Sunny Jane Morton, Karynne Moses, and Dana Palmer! 

 
NATIONAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. Box 128, Annapolis Junction, MD  20701-0128 

Telephone 703-525-0050 or 800-473-0060  https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/ 

 

2026 Family History Conference:  “America at 250” 

Wednesday, May 27 – Saturday, May 30, 2026 - Fort Wayne, IN 

https://conference.ngsgenealogy.org/ 

 

2027 Family History Conference 

Save the Dates!  Thursday, May 20 – Saturday, May 22, 2027 - Madison, WI 

 
GRIP GENEALOGY INSTITUTE 

https://grip.ngsgenealogy.org/ 

Sunday, June 22, 2026 – Friday, June 26, 2026 – Virtual Courses 

Sunday, July 12, 2026 – Friday, July 17, 2026 – In-Person Courses 

University of Pittsburgh, 4200 Fifth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA  15260-0001 

 

Save the 2027 Dates! 

Sunday, June 21, 2027 – Friday, June 25, 2027 – Virtual Courses 

Sunday, July 11, 2027 – Friday, July 16, 2027 – In-Person Courses 

University of Pittsburgh, 4200 Fifth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA  15260-0001 

 
INSTITUTE OF GENEALOGY AND HISTORICAL RESEARCH (IGHR) 

c/o Georgia Genealogical Society, Inc., P.O. Box 551247, Atlanta, Georgia 30355-2747 

Telephone 678-439-7503  https://ighr.gagensociety.org/  

 

IGHR 2026 Virtual Institute 

Sunday, July 26 – Friday, July 31, 2026 – Virtual  
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
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GENEALOGY WEBINARS 
Please visit the following sites for complete lists of webinars being presented. 

Allen County Public Library Genealogy Center 

American Ancestors by New England Historic Genealogical Society 

ConferenceKeeper 

Florida State Genealogical Society 

International Society for British Genealogy and Family History 

Legacy Family Tree Webinars 
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS 
Support WCGS each time you check out by participating in the Kroger Community Rewards Program. 

• Visit https://www.kroger.com and sign into your Kroger account. 

• Click the icon above your name to access “My Account” and look for Community Rewards on that page. 

• Select Community Rewards and search by Organization Name or Number and enroll in the program: 

o Organization Name – Warren Co Chpr of the Ohio Genealogical Soc 

o Organization Number – SU662 

Then, every time you shop and use your Kroger Plus card, Kroger will make a small donation to WCGS! 
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

WARREN COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
WCGS has more than 160 Warren County Genealogical publications available for purchase.  These can be purchased 

from the Shop and Support page of our website or you can download an order form:   

https://www.wcgsohio.org/downloadable-forms. 

 

Membership is $25 for membership (single or family) or $250 for a Life Membership.  Please visit the Join or Renew 

page on our website or you can download a Membership Application: 

https://www.wcgsohio.org/downloadable-forms. 

 

Phone:  513-695-1144        Email:  wcgsoh@gmail.com 

WCGS NEW Website:  https://www.wcgsohio.org 

WCGS Original Website:  https://wcgsoh.org/#gsc.tab=0 

WCGS Virtual Cemetery:  https://warren.ohgenweb.org/Cemetery/burial.html  

Warren County OHGenWeb Site:  https://warren.ohgenweb.org/#gsc.tab=0  

Western Star Digitization Project:  https://www.ohiomemory.org/digital/collection/p16007coll84 

 

RESOURCE LIBRARY HOURS:  Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

The WCGS Resource Library is open to the public.  We are a FamilySearch Affiliate Library. 
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

THANK YOU! 
Thank you to the following people and organizations who have made a monetary or materials donation to WCGS 

recently.  Our Society and Resource Library Catalog continues to expand because of your generosity. 

 

❖ Paul Bieller 

❖ Dave Dunlop 

❖ Glenn Eschrich 

❖ Judy Everitt 

❖ Curtis Hardy 

❖ Greg and Mindy Hoffbauer 

❖ Cheryl S. Rausch 

❖ Juanita Wright-Combs 

 
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
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