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It is extremely important to obtain copies of vital records for your ancestors.  These can show family relationships 

if parents are correctly listed as well as important details such as birth, marriage, and death dates.  Death records 

are useful because they can lead you to cemetery and funeral home records.  Vital records in Warren County can be 

found at a few locations depending on the period you are searching and the type of record.  Most of these records 

for Warren County, Ohio, are currently either housed at the Warren County Records Center & Archives, the Probate 

Court, or the Health Department.  The Warren County Genealogical Society has indexed vital records in the county 

for the indicated dates in the WCGS Publication list.  These are available for purchase in book format. 

 

Death Records 

Governmental death records for Warren County, Ohio, begin in 1867 and were filed in the Probate Court.  The 

Warren County Probate Court continued to maintain deaths from 1867 to December 19, 1908.  The registers are 

currently located in the Warren County Records Center & Archives.  These early death records were recorded in 

oversized hardbound books such that each entry spanned two pages.  The information recorded usually provides 

the deceased’s name, death date and place, age at death, place of birth, parents’ names (if a child), cause of death, 

residence, and occupation.  The accuracy varied depending on the informant.   

 

Starting December 20, 1908, official state level death certificates were required.  These were issued by the Warren 

County Health Department with a copy sent to the Division of Vital Statistics of the Ohio Department of Health.  

Death records from December 20, 1908, through December 31, 1952, were archived at the Ohio Historical Society.  

The Ohio Health Department continues to hold the records from January 1, 1953, to the present. 

 

Please also see the following for help finding a date or year of death to track down the death record: 

 Obituaries (Newspaper and Funeral Home) 

 Funeral Home Records 

 Cemetery Interment Records 

 Church Records (Burial Records, Quaker Records, Shaker Records) 

 Court Records and Probate Records 

 Military Records 

 Tax Records  
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Obtaining Copies of Death Records 

 

Warren County Records Center & Archives 

https://www.warrencountyohio.gov/RecordsCenter/ 

 

Available Records and Searchable County Indexes 

https://www.warrencountyohio.gov/RecordsCenter/Records/AvailableRecords/Index 

 

Departmental Collections: Probate Court 

 Death Record; 3 volumes, 1867-1908 (online at WCRC&A and FamilySearch) 

 Birth / Death Township Logs; 1887-1908 (online at FamilySearch or contact WCRC&A) 

 

Death Records Index Books (1-3) can be searched and viewed using the Searchable Indexes and Records online. 

https://www.warrencountyohio.gov/RecordsCenter/Records/Indexes/Index  

To access the Death Records index, select 

Department:    Probate Court 

Index:     Death Record Volume 1 (or 2 or 3) Index 

 

Or you can submit a Records Request online: 

https://www.warrencountyohio.gov/RecordsCenter/Records/RecordsRequest/Index 

 

 

FamilySearch.org (online) 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/ 

 

*Please see the Searching FamilySearch PDF.  It will help you use the proper method to view the records. 

 

Ohio, Church and Civil Deaths, 1833-1991 (includes Warren County) 

Searchable death records database with digital images from the available death records. 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/collection/2373723 

 

Ohio, County Death Records, 1840-2001 (includes Warren County) 

Searchable death records database with the digital images from the original death records. 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/collection/2128172 

 

Death Records, 1867-1908, Volumes 1-3, from the Warren County Probate Court 

FSL Image Group Number 004016599 (filmed August 17, 1964, at the Warren County Courthouse) 

Vol. 1:  1867-1881:     images 1-140 

Vol. 2:  1881-1905:     images 141-355 

Vol. 3:  1905-1908:     images 356-423 

 

Death Records, 1867-1908, Volumes 1-3, from the Warren County Probate Court (another filming) 

FSL Image Group Number 007499075 (filmed September 6, 1974, at the Warren County Probate Court) 

Vol. 1:  1867-1880:     images 1-145 

Vol. 2:  1880-1904:     images 146-373 

Vol. 3:  1905-1908:     images 374-423 
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Obtaining Copies of Death Records:  FamilySearch (cont’d.) 

 

Deaths:  Massie, Salem, Turtlecreek, Turtlecreek West, Union, Washington, and Wayne Townships, 1887-1907 

[with some 1908], from the Warren County Probate Court 

FSL Image Group Number 000417488 (filmed by Wright State University) 

*Be advised that the groupings are often intermixed with records from other areas. 

Massie Township:     images 1-99 

Salem Township:     images 100-191 

Turtlecreek Township East Precinct:   images 192-289 

Turtlecreek Township West Precinct:   images 290-416 

Union Township:     images 416-482 

Washington Township:    images 483-557 

Wayne Township:     images 558-646 

 

Deaths:  Clearcreek, Deerfield, Franklin, Hamilton, and Harlan Townships, 1887-1908, from the Warren 

County Probate Court 

FSL Image Group Number 000417500 (filmed by Wright State University) 

*Be advised that the groupings are often intermixed with records from other areas. 

Clearcreek Township:     images 1-290 

Deerfield Township:     images 291-395 

Franklin Township:     images 396-477 

Hamilton Township:     images 478-557 

Harlan Township:     images 558-628 

 

Ohio, Deaths, 1908-1953 (includes Warren County) 

Searchable death records database with the digital images from the original death certificates.  The site index 

includes the names of the person, parents, birth date, and location, etc. 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/collection/1307272 

 

Ohio, Death Index, 1908-1932, 1938-1944, and 1958-2007 (includes Warren County) 

Searchable index of deaths from the Ohio Department of Health in Columbus.  Index provided by Ancestry.com. 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/collection/1949341 

 

The same index is available on Ancestry.com (requires a paid subscription), but their record set covers 1908-1932, 

1938-2022, and includes the Ohio Department of Health, Index to Annual Deaths, 1958-2022.  Coverage is 

incomplete or missing for 1933-1937 and 1952-1955. 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5763/ 

 

Ohio, Stillbirths, 1918-1953 

Death certificates, birth certificates, and stillbirth certificates all for children who were stillborn in Ohio from 1918 

to 1941.  The images were acquired from the Ohio Historical Society. 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/collection/5000024 

 

United States, Social Security Death Index 

Name index to deaths recorded by the Social Security Administration beginning in 1962.  Current as of February 

28, 2014. 

*The last place of residence is NOT always the place of death.  Please confirm the actual place of death. 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/collection/1202535 

 

The same index is available on Ancestry.com (requires a paid subscription). 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/ 

  

mailto:wcgsoh@gmail.com
https://www.wcgsohio.org/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/film/004017488
https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/film/004017500
https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/collection/1307272
https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/collection/1949341
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5763/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/collection/5000024
https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/collection/1202535
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/


Vital Records:  Deaths 
Warren County Genealogical Society, 406 Justice Drive, Lebanon, Ohio 45036 

513-695-1144 wcgsoh@gmail.com 

https://www.wcgsohio.org 4 10 Sep 2025 

FSL Image Group # 000417488 – image 400 of 646 
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FSL Image Group #004017500 – images 50 and 51 of 628 
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Obtaining Copies of Death Records (cont’d.) 

 

Ancestry.com (online – requires a paid subscription) 

 

Ohio, U.S., Death Records, 1908-1932, 1938-2022 (includes Warren County) 

Searchable index of deaths from the Ohio Division of Vital Statistics, Death Certificates and Index, December 20, 

1908 – December 31, 1953; and the Ohio Department of Health, Index to Annual Deaths, 1958-2022.  Coverage is 

incomplete or missing for 1933-1937 and 1952-1955. 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5763/ 

 

U.S., Social Security Death Index, 1935-2014 

Name index to deaths recorded by the Social Security Administration. 

*The last place of residence is NOT always the place of death.  Please confirm the actual place of death. 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/ 

 

U.S., Social Security Applications and Claims Index, 1936-2007 

Name index to Social Security Applications.  Includes more information than the Social Security Death Index 

(SSDI).  May have the date of death. 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/ 

 

U.S., Department of Veterans Affairs BIRLS Death File, 1850-2010 

Veterans Benefits Administration database for deceased individuals who died between 1850 and 2010 and received 

benefits while they were still alive. 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2441/ 

 

 

Ohio History Connection 

https://resources.ohiohistory.org/death/  

The Ohio Death Records Index Search at the Ohio History Connection has information on the following: 

Ohio Department of Health Death Certificates, 1913-1944, 1954-1970 

Ohio Department of Health Stillborn Death Certificates, 1913-1935, 1942-1953 

Columbus Board of Health Death Certificates, 1904-1908 

 

You must request copies of the death records they hold and pay $14.00 plus sales tax per certificate. 

 

Their website states you can print copies of death records in the Archives & Library Reading Room for $0.25 per 

page from the microfilm (December 20, 1908-1970) or from electronic files (1954-1970) 
 

 
 

However, the top part of the same page states that “on-site access to certificates from 1954-1970 continues to be 

suspended.” 
 

 
 

Visitors to the library report that access is at this time still suspended and there continues to be a fee for the 1954-

1970 Death Certificates.  You can access and print certificates from 1908-1953 for $0.25 per page, although you 

can access and print these same records at FamilySearch for free (see previous section). 
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Obtaining Copies of Death Records (cont’d.) 

 

Ohio Department of Health 

The Ohio Department of Health no longer provides uncertified copies of death certificates.  Certified copies of death 

certificates from December 20, 1908, to the current date can be obtained.  Please refer to their website for directions. 

https://odh.ohio.gov/know-our-programs/vital-statistics/How-to-Order-Certificates.   

 

 

Warren County Health Department 

Certified copies of death records for deaths that occurred within Warren County (excluding Atrium Hospital) from 

December 20, 1908, to the current date can be obtained from the Warren County Health Department.  For five years 

following a death, copies will have the Social Security number redacted.  Direct descendants can request an 

unredacted Death Certificate.  After five years, Death Certificates are available to the public. 

https://warrencohealthoh.gov/home/birth-and-death-records. 

 

Death records from December 20, 1908, to the current date can be viewed at the County Health Department where 

the death occurred.  While you cannot get a copy of an uncertified death record, you can view and photograph a 

stamped Government Use Only copy, which will then be shredded. 

 

 

WCGS Publications 

The following publications are available for purchase from the Warren County Genealogical Society.  Please visit 

https://www.wcgsohio.org/shop-and-support and select Death Records or Funeral Home Records under Category. 

• Death Book 1, 1867-1881 

• Death Book 2, 1881-1904 

• Death Book 3, 1905-1908 

• Deaths, 1886-1907 – Book 1 [from Assessors Death Records] 

• Warren County Death Records, 1909-1915 

• Warren County Death Records, 1916-1920 

• Warren County Death Records, 1921-1925 

• Warren County Death Records, 1926-1930 

• Deaths, 1850 and 1860 Mortality Indexes 

• Miami Valley, Ohio, Deaths, 1930-1977 (Gathered by Ina Dearth) 

• Death Records, Master Index 

• Obituary Index (2012 Edition) 

• Franklin Area Funeral Home Records, Vol. 1 

(Eaton Funeral Home, Eaton Anderson Unglesby Funeral Home, Unglesby Funeral Home) 

• Funeral Home Records, Vol. 2  

(Tufts Schildmeyer Funeral Homes and Johnson’s Funeral Home) 

• Waynesville Area Funeral Home Records, Vol. 3 

(McClure Funeral Home, Stubbs Funeral Home, Stubbs-Conner Funeral Home) 

• Hoskins Funeral Home Records, Vol. 3 

(Oswald Hoskins Funeral Home, Vale Hoskins Funeral Home) 

• Mason Area Funeral Home Records, Vol. 5 

(Gallimore Funeral Home, Shorten & Ryan Funeral Home) 

• A. L. Hannah Funeral Home Records, Vol. 6 

• Stine Kilburn Funeral Home Records, Vol. 7 

• Funeral Records Master Index 
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Other Repositories 

The Warren County Records Center & Archives maintains a list of microfilm held by other organizations. 
Record Series Record Number(s) / 

Dates 

Record Name(s) Media Type Roll Identifiers Notes 

Probate Court 1887-1907 Death Records: 

Clearcreek, 

Deerfield, Franklin, 

Hamilton, Harlan 

Twps. 

35mm   Original roll made / held by 

Wright State University 

Probate Court 1887-1907 Death Records: 

Massie, Wayne 

35mm   Original roll made / held by 

Wright State University 

Probate Court 1867-1905 Death Records 

Volume(s): 1, 2 

35mm   Original roll made / held by 

Wright State University 

Probate Court 1905-1908 Death Records 

Volume(s): 3 

35mm   Original roll made / held by 

Wright State University 

Probate Court 1867-1908 Death Records 

Volume(s): 1-2-3 

35mm 964265 Original roll made / held by the 

Genealogical Society of Utah 

 

 

 

Warren County Research documents, including this one, have been compiled from numerous sources.  We thank 

those whose hard work and invaluable information has been referenced and updated for use here.  – Jo Roth 

 Dana Palmer, Researching in Warren County, Ohio:  A Guide to Genealogical Resources (2013) 

 Dana Palmer, Webmaster of our original website (2001-2015) 

 Arne Trelvik, Webmaster of our original website (2007-2018) 

 Debbie Large, Webmaster of our original website (2016) 

 Tori Otten, Warren County Records Center & Archives 

 Jacob Stickel, Warren County Records Center & Archives 

 Jim Brokaw, Warren County Genealogical Society President 

 

 

mailto:wcgsoh@gmail.com
https://www.wcgsohio.org/

