FINDING YOUR PATRIOT!
REVOLUTIONARY WAR RESEARCH
Jean Halls Muetzel, MLS

Could your Ancestor have served in the American Revolution? What to consider?

1. Was your ancestor born between 1690-1765? They could be a man or woman but few
women had military service.
2. Did they live in the 13 colonies? Maine was part of Massachusetts. Settlers in modern-
day Vermont, Louisiana and frontier regions also served.
a. Or could they have been French, or Spanish Patriots with service outside of the
Colonies?
b. Patriots could have been Dutch, German, Jewish, Native American and African
American
3. Some individuals served on committees made necessary by the approaching war in late
1774 and early 1775. Did they have patriotic service at the December 16, 1773, Boston
Tea Party until the end of the War? Did they have military service between April 1775
with the Battle of Lexington and finally the removal of British troops from New York in
17837

TYPES OF REVOLUTIONARY WAR SERVICE:

SIGNERS OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

MILITARY SERVICE
Military service in the Revolution began with the Battle of Lexington, 19 April 1775 and
ended on 26 Nov 1783, the date that the British evacuated New York City.
Continental Line or Continental Army- In June 1775, the Continental Congress
authorized the establishment of military units.
National Army - full-time-younger men.
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Location of enlistment might offer clue to residence.

1.

State Lines- some state assemblies created regiments of regular troops, separate from
both Continental Line units and the militia, that were dedicated for local defense.

Militia- Militiamen were expected to drill at various points throughout the year, and were
subject to emergency or expeditionary service at the discretion of the Governor of the
colony. Active duty service may have been for a few hours, several days, or perhaps a
few months. The county and/or town organized militia service for_local defense.

a. **Served in communities where lived. Wider age range of those who served.

Continental Navy- The Continental Navy reached its maximum strength in 1776 but
never had more than thirty ships at one time. Its purpose was to support land troops,
protect the coasts and capture enemy supply ships.

State Navies- In July 1775, the Continental Congress authorized each colony, at its own
expense, to provide armed vessels to protect its harbors and navigate its seacoasts. New
Jersey, Delaware, and Vermont did not maintain a state navy.

Privateers - Privateers were privately owned, armed trading vessels. They were
commissioned or issued letters of marque from either the Continental Congress or from
the individual provisional government (sometimes by both) to capture enemy ships and
goods.

CIVIL SERVICE

Civil service began when the royal governor was removed from power and a form of statewide
American government was established. It was the law in all states during the Revolution that
office holders be vested in the government they served.

**As you search for your ancestor, remember older men may have served in positions of
authority that needed education or background, like judges or other important jobs. Younger,
less-educated men might have had jobs that did not require reading.

* Could your ancestors have served as a:
. Judge or Juror Sheriff

. Selectman Jailor

. Moderator Overseer of the Roads
. Hog Reeve! Justice of the Peace

. Constable Overseer of the Poor
. Town Clerk Fence Viewer

. Town Treasurer  Tax Assessor

. Surveyor

In New England, the business of ordinary government was conducted by the
towns. The principal officers were selectmen and moderators. Additional
officers were added to suit the needs of the particular town. Outside New
England, business was conducted at the county level and the types of offices held
varied with the needs of the counties. Some states, notably New York, used both
town and county forms of government.

Jean Halls Muetzel, MLS 2 Jul 2026



PATRIOTIC SERVICE - most diverse category of service

Could be men or women. Very few single women have been proven.

Proof of patriotic service may be found in town, county, state, and/or federal records.
Members of the Continental Congress, State Conventions, and Assemblies
Membership in committees made necessary by the War, including service on committees
which furthered the cause of the Colonies from April 1774, such as Committees of
Correspondence, Inspection, and Safety, committees to care for soldier’s families, etc.
Signer of Oath of Fidelity and Support, Oath of Allegiance, etc.
Members of the Boston Tea Party
Signers of Petitions acknowledge the right of the new provincial and / or state
government to represent the people. In addition, the content and wording of the petition
must clearly demonstrate loyalty to the cause of American independence. Petitions
regarding religious issues do not qualify.
Defenders of Forts and Stations: Individuals who lived on the frontier, from the Great
Northern Lakes to Georgia, who are documented as having actively defended the western

frontiers against British forces and their allies, the Indians.

Doctors, nurses, and others rendering aid to the wounded (other than their immediate
families)

Ministers who gave patriotic sermons and encouraged patriotic activity
Furnishing a substitute for military service

Prisoners of war or refugees from occupying forces

Prisoners on the British ship Old Jersey or other prison ships

Service in the Spanish Troops under Galvez or the Louisiana Militia after 24 December
1776

Service performed by French nationals within the colonies or in Europe in support of the
American cause

Those who rendered material aid, in Spanish America, by supplying cattle for Galvez’s

forces after 24 December 1776. In 1780, those who gave donations or “donativos” (one
or two pesos) to help fund the American Revolutionary War.
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Those who applied in Virginia for Certificates of Rights to land for settlement and those
who were entitled to and were granted preemption rights

Those who took the Oath of Fidelity to the Commonwealth of Virginia from October
1779 to 26 November 1783

Those who rendered material aid and supported the cause of American Independence by
furnishing supplies, with or without remuneration, loaning money and / or providing
munitions. Some states enacted special tax laws to raise money for supplies. Payment of
these “supply” taxes is considered patriotic service.

SUPPLY TAX LISTS
https://www.sar.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Revolutionary-War-Tax-Law-Records-
Multiple-States.pdf (from SAR.org)
Some states enacted special tax laws to raise money for supplies, etc. to provide for the
military and naval forces.

SUPPLY TAX LISTS- are available for seven colonies
States with supply tax lists that cover most of the states are: VA, PA, NJ and MD
NY has lists that cover a portion of the state
MA & NH- have lists of some towns. No SC or GA tax lists.

Congress had no authority to levy taxes; money and supplies were requested from the states
» Taxes went toward:

Raising supplies

Paying troops

Building ships

Providing clothing

Raising bounty money

Providing relief for families of soldiers in service

The laws that were passed to levy taxes must state in the statute that they were

addressing a request of the Continental Congress and / or to support the war or achieve

independence.
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Roadblock in Revolutionary War Service - Women Patriots

Women are not easy to prove. Hard to document.
Some were widows, some married, very few single women.
Only a few women had military service. Most women had Patriotic service.
Women gave money, supplies, food. Made clothes, boycotted British goods, paid taxes.
Vital Registration not mandatory until mid 1800’s -
Use church records, probate records, land deeds to establish relationships
May need to look at contemporary records - town records, newspapers, diaries, journals
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DO you have Quaker ancestors?
Free Quakers, founded in Philadelphia in 1781, had been expelled for failing to adhere to the
Peace Testimony, and many were involved with the War.

(The Peace Testimony rejected participation in war or violent conflict.)

They may have served in the Continental Army and on committees, and donated financially.
Most Quakers refused to take up arms or support military action.
Quakers served in various non-combatant roles. Women often helped, bandaging wounded
soldiers and making flags, while men served in administrative or logistical capacities, such as
printing Continental currency or participating in legislative bodies. Gave food and supplies.

DO you have African American, Jewish, or Native American ancestors?
1. More than 5,000 African American or mixed descent patriots served in the American
Revolution.
2. In 1776, there were approximately 2,000 Jews in America. This relatively small part of
the population took an active role in the American Revolution.
3. Navigating a search back to a Native American patriot can come from several different
places throughout the colonies and allied nations.

Roadblock in Revolutionary War Service - Underrepresented Patriots
Some Tips for Locating Underrepresented Patriots:
Muster Rolls - Muster rolls provide basic information on when and where a soldier served, as
well as their rank, who they served under, and place of enlistment. Some Black soldiers can
be easily identified by racial descriptors (i.e., Black, colored, negro). In some cases, they
may only be listed by their first names
Pensions
Vital, Church and Town Records

Some New Initiatives in Researching Patriots of African and Indigenous Descent
1. Society of the First African Families of English America’s - Forgotten Patriot’s Project
https://www.sofafea.org/
2. Ten Million Names - https://10millionnames.org/
3. DAR - E Pluribus Unum Educational Initiative https://www.dar.org/
a. Patriots of Color Database
b. Forgotten Patriots — can download free pdf of book
4. Museum of the American Revolution https:/www.amrevmuseum.org/
a. Patriots of Color Archive: Black and Indigenous Soldiers in the Revolutionary
War
b. Nearly 200 rare documents are available to view on Ancestry.com
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SERVICE FROM OTHER COUNTRIES:
From France:
French support of the Americans began in early 1778 with the signing of the Treaty of Alliance.
Between 1778 and 1782, the French provided arms, ammunition, supplies, and most importantly,
troops, naval support, and monetary loans.
French forces took part in the siege of Savannah, Georgia; established a naval base at
Newport, Rhode Island; and participated in the campaigns at Yorktown and Williamsburg,
Virginia.

From Canada:

In 1776, the Canadian governor commissioned a list of those who aided the Americans, resulting
in a journal naming hundreds of Quebec residents. French Canadians served in the 1st and 2nd
Canadian Regiments. In 1778, almost 200 men residing near Post Vincennes (now Indiana) took
the oath of allegiance to the state of Virginia.

From Spain:

Patriots were residents of either Spanish Louisiana or Nueva Espafia. Nueva Espafia included
portions of the present day states of Texas, California, New Mexico, Colorado, and Arizona, as
well as Mexico. Spanish forces also served in Cuba and other parts of the Caribbean.

1. Donativos In 1780, Carlos III, King of Spain, issued a Royal Decree that all subjects in
Nueva Espafia, or New Spain, make a voluntary contribution, in the form of a donation,
to help fund the American Revolutionary War. Every citizen of Spanish America was
asked to donate one or two pesos to the cause.

2. The Galvez Expedition Many Spanish patriots served under General Bernardo de
Galvez in his Gulf Coast campaigns, including the Battles of Pensacola and Mobile.
They were also stationed at militia posts throughout Spanish Louisiana. Some Spanish
patriots were at the Battle of Fort San Carlos, in present day Saint Louis, and others were
recruited from the Canary Islands to the Louisiana Infantry Regiment.

3. Texas Longhorn Cattle Texas cattlemen who supplied approximately 10,000 head of
Texas longhorn cattle in response to a request by Géalvez in 1779.

NON-ACCEPTABLE SERVICE:

Signers of Oath of Loyalty to the King of Great Britain

Serving with Loyalist troops and militia

Convicted of treason, desertion or court-martialed

Confiscated Estates- property confiscated by local patriotic government

Residence in areas occupied by British forces for some or all of the Revolutionary War.
The British forces would occupy the area around the mouth of the Hudson River until 1783.
British forces would also seize control of other cities, including Philadelphia (1777), Savannah
(1778-83), and Charleston (1780-82)

6. Donating or seeking reimbursement from Loyalist forces

7. On fines list for non-participation in militia activities

M S

Jean Halls Muetzel, MLS 6 Jul 2026



Roadblock in Revolutionary War Research - Determining the Residence
RESIDENCE DURING THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR:

LOCATION of Service must match Patriot’s proven residence at the time of the event.
IF a person can be proven to have resided in a given locality during the war, then acceptable
documentation may be found a few years prior to or few years after the Revolution.
Show Patriot consistently resided there during that time -
SUCH AS: 1772 tax list or 1786 court record (showing in same locality)
Where were his or her children born- can you find a pattern to location?

+*»*PENSIONS may provide residence

IF Patriot remained in same locality for most of his or her life- tax records can be helpful.
IF Patriot moved during the war — may need additional documents to establish identity and
migration.
IF Patriot under 21- generally assumed living in their parents’ household.

If orphaned- may be living in residence of guardian or ward

**Persons under 21 will not be found owning land or making legal transactions.
WOMEN did not own land or property unless she was a widow. If a woman was credited with
service while married, residence assumed to be husband’s residence.
If a widow, residence is generally assumed to be residence of late husband.

Most common female patriots were widows who either paid a supply tax or furnished
supplies.

IN NY, NJ & PA - residence can often be proven to specific town, precinct or township

IN MD & DE - residence can be proven to specific district

IN VA, NC, SC & GA - more agrarian, counties usually preferred method of residence.
Some places in VA, NC & SC - can have specific district or parish name through tithable
lists or vestry records.

Roadblock in Revolutionary War Service - Men of the same name
Be cautious if you find multiple men of the same name living in same area -
NEED TO DETERMINE WHAT SERVICE BELONGED TO WHAT MAN.
(pay attention to suffixes and prefixes in names, occupations)
Age and Status might determine type of service. For example, a judge was usually older and
had education.
*A “Sr” after a name does not always mean father with a son of the same name;
could mean man was an elder in the town
Common names - establish ancestor through their occupation in land deeds, tax records,
probate records
Research their spouse and children to make sure following the correct line
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1.

TYPES OF MILITARY RECORDS:

Service Records — Rosters, Muster rolls, payrolls, etc. Many were destroyed during the

War of 1812, but surviving records were transcribed into compiled military service

records by the War Department.

MUSTER ROLLS: Prepared by commanding officers of each company in a regiment to

pay officers and soldiers - many digitalized and on FamilySearch

COMPILED SERVICE RECORDS - soldiers’ information compiled from Muster Rolls,

Regimental Returns, Hospital Returns. May give excellent information about the soldier:
Name, rank, regiment, Commanding Officer, state served, term of enlistment, pay
records.

Digitalized records can be found on Ancestry, FamilySearch, Fold3

2.

Pension Records — could exist for those soldiers or their widows who lived long enough
to see pension laws enacted.
**Contain more personal details than service records and may name heirs.
Pension rolls — list names of those received payments in a particular year.
Final payment vouchers — usually indicate who received monies after a veteran’s death.

Pension Timeline

* 1776:
* 1780:
* 1806:
* 1818:
» 1820:
* 1832:
* 1838:
* 1848:
» 1853:
» 1878:

Half pay for officers and men disabled in the service

Half pay for seven years to widows and orphans of officers

Pensions allowed to veterans of State troops and militia

Pensions for life based on a period of nine months or end of the war
Certified inventories of a pensioner’s estate and income required
Pensions granted for service less than 6 months

Widows were authorized pensions for five years if married before 1794
Widows were authorized pensions for life if married before 1800

All widows restrictions were eliminated

Widows authorized pensions for life if the veteran only served two weeks

* U.S. Pension Roll of 1835
+ 1840 U.S. Census and published pensioner list of 1841

3.

Bounty Land records — created when soldiers or widows applied for land warrants
based on military service. U.S. Government compensated veterans with public land in
frontier areas, like Ohio.
The land given by the federal government was located in the present-day state of Ohio
and was located in the counties of Noble, Guernsey, Tuscarawas, Muskingum,
Coshocton, Holmes, Licking, Knox, Franklin, Delaware, Morrow, and Marion. Of the
over 1 million acres claimed by warrant, only about half was finally patented.
Virginia supplied bounty land in two states: Ohio and present-day Kentucky. The
awarding of bounty land was first approved in 1779 and the first warrant issued in 1782.
Fires in 1800 and 1814 destroyed Revolutionary War bounty application files; these were
replaced with cards -
Name of veteran, rank, unit, warrant number, numbers of acres granted, date issued,
assignee
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RESOURCES:
1. Lloyd Dewitt Bockstruck, Revolutionary War Bounty Land Grants: Awarded by State
Governments (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co, 1996).
2. Online at Ancestry under the title “Revolutionary War Bounty Land Grants.”
FamilySearch - “Revolutionary War Pension Records and Bounty Land Warrants”
4. Researching Virginia Military District - Land Records at the Archives & Library of the
Ohio History Connection https://ohiohistory.libguides.com
5. U.S. Department of the Interior Bureau of Land Management General Land Office
Records https://glorecords.blm.gov

[98)

Roadblock in Revolutionary War Service- Finding Military Records:
FIND Details - where soldier served, where fought
1. Research Regiments and Companies of service
ANCESTOR same person as listed on muster roll or another record?
1. Find biographical information from muster and enlistment rolls to find ages, residences and
occupations.
PAPERS of the War Department https://wardepartmentpapers.org
Fire in War Department in Nov 1800 destroyed early pension and bounty land registrations.
In this new digital archive can be found copies of those lost files. More than 42,000
documents from 1784-1800 - Indian Affairs, Naval matters (until 1798), Veteran affairs,
Military issues

Research on Ancestry, FamilySearch and Fold3
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HAVE YOU FOUND A PATRIOT IN YOUR FAMILY TREE?

Do a quick review:

1.

O L W

1.Do you know where they were born?

Was he old enough to have service?

Military service born 1735-1765, Civil and Patriotic Service born 1690 and later.
Was he still living in 1775 and 17767

What was his Colony of Residence? (Maine was part of Massachusetts)

What State did he reside in after the War?

Use primary records, contemporary to time of event -

1.

nbkh D

Y

Tax Lists & Ratables (lists of heads of household compiled in order to levy a tax)
Militia Lists (older men rarely served)

Deeds, Leases & Mortgages

Legal documents- witnessing a deed, neighbor in a deed, appearance in court

Church Records- serving as baptism sponsor, children baptized during the war,
membership lists, pew lists, church minutes

Town meeting minutes- most in New England

Store accounts and ledgers — may show living in a given locality

Newspaper notices

Depositions found in pensions, bounty land applications, court records and proceedings

AS YOU BEGIN YOUR RESEARCH- Check out FAMILY SEARCH

FamilySearch.org — click on search, type in “Revolutionary War” in collection space
IF you need to know more about a location or a topic about the Revolutionary War,
FamilySearch is a great place to start. www.familysearch.org

It is free, just need to sign up to start researching!

S S

1.Go to SEARCH, Click on Catalog Tab - type “United States, Pennsylvania, Lancaster”
Many records not yet indexed, if you only do a basic search

Go to SEARCH, Click on Images - many new documents are there.

Go to SEARCH, Click on RESEARCH WIKI. Type in location or topic

Get great clues — Vital records available, historical societies, libraries, etc.

Go to SEARCH, Click on BOOKS — find many out-of-print titles
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GREAT RESOURCES FOR REVOLUTIONARY WAR RESEARCH:
1. The 1840 US federal census was the first to ask the status and age of Revolutionary War

veterans.

**ook at the second page of the record.

2. National Archives The American Revolution | National Archives
New Project- to transcribe the pension records of more than 80,000 of America’s first
veterans and their widows. The project will make a permanent contribution to the
historical record for the 250th anniversary of the American Revolution.

The digitized records in the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA)
online catalog are the result of scanning 2,670 microfilm reels of the Case Files of
Pension and Bounty-Land Warrant Applications based on Revolutionary War service,
ca.1800-ca.1912. YOU CAN HELP TRANSCRIBE RECORDS!

Revolutionary War Pension Files: Tips and a Guide for the Curious (U.S. National Park
Service) (nps.gov)

3. FOLD3.COM- $fee site or may be available through your local public library research
databases. Many of the records from the National Archives can be found on this site.
Check out digitalized and indexed Pension Files

4. Debbie Duay’s super site includes Sources of Revolutionary War Service
She outlines references available by Colony. www.learnwebskills.com/lineage

5. Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) www.dar.org
Go to Genealogy and click on the GRS (Genealogical Research System)- can search by
Ancestors and Descendants. Approved applications and supporting documentation can
be purchased. One of the best genealogical libraries in the country.

6. Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) www.sar.org
Fantastic library at Louisville, Kentucky, headquarters. Can order applications.
Ancestry.com has membership applications from 1889-1970.
Great resources on supply taxes.

7. Museum of the American Revolution www.amrevmuseum.org

8. Ancestry.com § fee site. May also be accessed for free at some public libraries.

9. National Park Service American Revolution website
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/americanrevolution/index.htm

10. American Ancestors https://revolutionaryroots.americanancestors.org
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11. The National Society of the Daughters of the Revolution of 1776
The society disbanded in 1983, and all of the records of the national society were donated
to the Suffolk County Historical Society, in Riverhead, New York.
https://www.germangenealogygroup.com/records-search/daughters-of-the-revolution.php
This database consists of an index of all of the applications submitted by prospective
members. Copies of the applications are available for a fee.

12. Southern Revolutionary War Institute
“The institute is the only center exclusively dedicated to the study of the Revolution in
the Southern states of Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, and
Tennessee. Although the general scope of the Institute is the entire Southern Campaign,
it has a particular focus on the Revolutionary War in the Carolina backcountry.”
Part of the Historical Center of York County’s library, archives and historical collections.
https://chmuseums.org/southern-rev-war-institute

13. The Valley Force Muster Roll, a project of the Valley Force Park Alliance
https://valleyforgemusterroll.org/search-the-muster-roll/
This site is dedicated to those who were at winter quarters from December 19, 1777, to
June 19, 1778. The Continental Army used monthly muster rolls to track the army’s
strength. Each roll contains names, ranks, dates of enlistment, and other notes on
soldiers’ Assignments. Rolls contain names, ranks, dates of enlistment, and other notes on
soldiers’ assignments, activities, or conditions.

14. Patriot to Passenger https://the mayflowersociety.org/genealogy/patriots-to-passengers
Patriots who descend from Mayflower passengers. The intent is to build a bridge
between lineage societies (last updated October 2025).

15. State Archives, County Resources, Local Historical and Genealogical Societies, and
Public Libraries

LINEAGE SOCIETIES

1. National Society Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) https://www.dar.org/

2. National Society Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) https://www.sar.org/

3. General Society Sons of the Revolution (SR) https://sr1776.org/

4. The Society of the Descendants of the Signers of the Declaration of Independence
https://www.dsdil776.com/

5. The Society of Cincinnati is the nation’s oldest patriotic organization, founded in 1783
by officers of the Continental Army and their French counterparts who served together in
the American Revolution. https://www.societyofthecincinnati.org/
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10.

NEW!

Daughters of the Cincinnati https://daughters1894.org

The Order of the Founders and Patriots of America was founded in 1896. The Order
is made up of “Associates” who trace their ancestry back to those first colonists and who
have forefathers in the same male ancestral line who served in the American Revolution.
https://ofpa.org

National Society of Daughters of Founders and Patriots of America (DFPA)

One must possess a Founder ancestor who arrived in one of the colonies between May
13, 1607, and May 13, 1686, and a Patriot ancestor who rendered military service, civil
service, or aid in establishing American Independence in the period 1775 to 1784.
https://www.nationalsocietydfpa.com/

Hereditary Order Descendants Loyalists & Patriots of the American Revolution
http://loyalistsandpatriots.org

Membership is available to those persons who can prove lineal or collateral descent from an
ancestor who, during the American Revolution from 1775 to 1783, was loyal to the Crown of
Great Britain and who are currently a member of an organization requiring proof of descent
from a Patriot of the American Revolution

THE SOCIETY OF THE DESCENDANTS OF WASHINGTON’S ARMY AT
VALLEY FORGE

This Society is a historical and genealogical organization where one must prove descent
from a person that spent time at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, with the Continental Army
between December 19, 1777, and June 19, 1778. Also, can join Friends of DVF, if not
eligible to join with an ancestor. https://www.valleyforgesociety.com/

Boston Tea Party Descendants Program
https://www.bostonteapartyship.com/boston-tea-party-descendants

American Ancestors (New England Historic Genealogical Society) in partnership with
the Boston Tea Party Ships and Museum have introduced this new program. Open to
lineage descendants, eyewitnesses to the Tea Party, or members of the general public
who wish to support program.
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